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MILITARY FARMS SHUT DOWN AFTER 132 YEARS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

This photo from February 1957 shows a Shahiwal cow judged the best among military farm
animals.The Hindu Archives  

Military farms have been closed after 132 years of service, the Army said. The formal closing
ceremony was held on Wednesday to mark the occasion.

“All the officers and workers have been redeployed within the Ministry to continue providing
service to the organisation,” the Army said. There have been several recommendations in the
past to shut down the farms.

In 2012, the Quarter Master General branch had recommended their closure. In December
2016, the Lt. Gen. D.B. Shekatkar (retd.) committee, which was appointed to recommend
measures to enhance combat capability and rebalance defence expenditure of the armed
forces, said the same.

The farms were set up with the sole requirement of supplying hygienic cow milk to troops in
garrisons across British India. The first military farm was raised on February 1, 1889, at
Allahabad.

Post-Independence, they flourished with 30,000 heads of cattle in 130 farms all over India. They
were even established in Leh and Kargil in the late 1990s.

For more than a century, the farms supplied 3.5 crore litres of milk and 25,000 tonnes of hay
yearly.

“It is credited with pioneering the technique of artificial insemination of cattle and introduction of
organised dairying in India, providing yeoman service during the 1971 war, supplying milk at the
Western and Eastern war fronts as well as during the Kargil operations to the Northern
Command,” the Army said.
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UNION EDUCATION MINISTER LAUNCHES
“MYNEP2020” PLATFORM OF NCTE PORTAL

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Union Education Minister Shri Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ today launched the “MyNEP2020”
Platform of NCTE Web Portal. The platform seeks to invite suggestions/inputs/membership from
the stakeholders for preparing draft for development of National Professional Standards for
Teachers (NPST) and National Mission for Mentoring Program membership (NMM). The
“MyNEP2020” platform will be operational from 1st April 2021 to 15th May 2021.

This exercise of digital consultation envisages the participation of teachers, education
professionals, academicians, & other stakeholders in preparing the documents on teacher policy
for sustainable and positive change in the Teacher’s Education Sector. For preparing the
documents on above two major recommendations of NEP 2020, NCTE will work in close
consultation with individuals/organizations.

Expert committee will extensively review the inputs collected during the consultation period and
will finally formulate the Drafts for public review. Comments by the reviewers from the
stakeholders will then be used to prepare a final Draft for notification.

*****

MC/KP/AK
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DISQUIET OVER POLICY FOR RARE DISEASES
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Caregivers to patients with ‘rare diseases’ and affiliated organisations are dissatisfied with the
National Policy for Rare Diseases, 2021 announced on Wednesday. Though the document
specifies increasing the government support for treating patients with a ‘rare disease’— from Rs.
15 lakh to Rs. 20 lakh — caregivers say this doesn’t reflect actual costs of treatment.

“The new policy offers no support to patients awaiting treatment since the earlier National Policy
for Treatment of Rare Diseases 2017 was kept in abeyance. In the absence of any funding
support, close to 130 patients are left with no option but to wait for the inevitable. Several
patientshave already lost their lives in the interim period. Unlike conditions under Group 1 and
Group 2, patients with Group 3 disorders require sustainable treatment support,” said Manjit
Singh, National President, Lysosomal Storage Disorders Support Society.

“Looking at the number of rare disease patients diagnosed and considered eligible for treatment
by the respective State technical committees, the immediate requirement of funds to support the
immediate treatment needs of the diagnosed patients shouldn’t have exceeded Rs. 80 crore to
Rs. 100 crore annually. The Centre’s contribution would work out to Rs. 40 to Rs. 50 crore — if it
is able to convince the State(s) for a load-sharing model, as a few States like Kerala, Tamil
Nadu and Karnataka have already indicated,” said health economist Prof. Viswanath Pingali.

“It is alarming that the Union government has left patients with Group 3 rare diseases to fend for
themselves. The new policy has absolutely no consideration for Group 3 patients, who require
lifelong treatment support,” said Prasanna Shirol, co-founder and executive director,
Organisation for Rare Diseases India, an umbrella organisation.
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GOVERNMENT LOOKS TO REDUCE COMPLIANCE IN
EDUCATION SECTOR

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

In a changing environment, the higher education administration needs to evolve and take
stakeholders along rather than create roadblocks, the official said.

The Union government is now pushing to reduce the compliance burden and improve ease of
doing business in the education sector.

The education ministry, which has traditionally been criticized for over regulation, has started a
process where it is asking all stakeholders, including universities, academicians, regulators,
industry chambers, and private education players, to give them details on what needs to be
done in the academic and administrative space to ease compliance.

“The ministry aims to improve the ease of doing business in higher education. There are too
many compliances and issues that both institutions and students would like to come down so
that it becomes easier to function," said Shalini Sharma, principal, education and innovation, at
industry body Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

“The education ministry had an online deliberation on the issue, in which CII participated like
several other stakeholders including university vice chancellors. We have given our views on
issues that affect the students, on regular focus on information that is archaic and is not required
to be collected every year from institutions. Soon, we shall send them a detailed formal
feedback," Sharma said.

The education ministry has identified areas such as governance reform, reduction in repetitive
demand for information, and use of technology, said a government official who did not want to
be named. In a changing environment, the higher education administration needs to evolve and
take stakeholders along rather than create roadblocks, the official said. This will aid
implementation of the new national education policy.

“Certain areas have been identified for streamlining and reduction of compliance burden,
including governance and regulatory reforms, re-engineering of process, and increased use of
technology to help students, faculty, and staff. Repeated demands for information by regulatory
bodies leads to a lot of repetitive work. Only information that adds value should be insisted on
from higher education institutions," the education ministry said.

This is line with the government’s thrust on ease of doing business and ease of living and a
series of stakeholder engagements will take place for which the University Grants Commission
(UGC) will be the nodal body, the ministry said. The vice-chancellors have also been asked to
hold internal consultations on the subject.

“Key areas that need to be addressed for ease of doing business are ease of access to finance
at a lower cost, reduced focus of regulators on physical infrastructure, and focus must be on
output that an institution offers," said H. Chaturvedi, director, Birla Institute of Management
Technology (Bimtech) in Greater Noida.
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UNION HEALTH MINISTER APPROVES NATIONAL
POLICY FOR RARE DISEASES, 2021

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Health & Family Welfare Minister approved the “National Policy for
Rare Diseases 2021” on 30th March 2021. The policy document has been uploaded on the
website of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare.  For quite some time different stake holders have
been demanding for a comprehensive policy for prevention and management of rare diseases. 

The field of rare diseases is very complex and heterogeneous and prevention, treatment and
management of rare diseases has multiple challenges.   Early diagnosis of rare diseases is a
major challenge owing to a variety of factors that include lack of awareness among primary care
physicians, lack of adequate screening and diagnostic facilities etc.

There are also fundamental challenges in the research and development for the majority of rare
diseases as relatively little is known about the pathophysiology or the natural history of these
diseases particularly in the Indian context. Rare diseases are also difficult to research upon as
the patients pool is very small and it often results in inadequate clinical experience. Availability
and accessibility to medicines are also important to reduce morbidity and mortality associated
with rare disease. Despite progress in recent years, there is a need to augment effective and
safe treatment for rare diseases. The cost of treatment of rare diseases  is prohibitively
expensive.  Various High Courts and the Supreme Court have also expressed concern about
lack of a national policy for rare diseases.

To address all these challenges, a very comprehensive National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021
has been finalized by the Ministry of H&FW after multiple consultations with different
stakeholders and experts in the area.  Draft Policy for Rare Diseases was put in public domain
on 13th January 2020 on which comments/views were invited from all stakeholders, general
public, organization and States and Union Territories.  All the comments received were
examined in depth by an Expert Committee constituted by the Ministry.

The Rare Diseases Policy aims to lower the high cost of treatment for rare diseases with
increased focus on indigenous research with the help of a National Consortium to be set up with
Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare as convenor.  Increased
focus of research and development and local production of medicines will lower the cost of
treatment for rare diseases. The policy also envisage creation of a national hospital based
registry of rare diseases so that adequate data is available for definition of rare diseases and for
research and development related to rare diseases within the country.

The Policy also focuses on early screening and prevention through primary and secondary
health care infrastructure such as Health and Wellness Centres and District Early Intervention
Centres (DEICs) and through counselling for the high-risk parents. Screening will also be
supported by Nidan Kendras set up by Department of Biotechnology. Policy also aims to
strengthen tertiary health care facilities for prevention and treatment of rare diseases through
designating 8 health facilities as Centre of Excellence and these CoEs will also be provided one-
time financial support of up to Rs 5 crores for upgradation of diagnostics facilities.                    

A provision for financial support up to Rs. 20 lakhs under the Umbrella Scheme of Rastriya
Arogya Nidhi is proposed for treatment, of those rare diseases that require a one-time treatment
(diseases listed under Group 1 in the rare disease policy). Beneficiaries for such financial
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assistance would not be limited to BPL families, but the benefit will be extended to about 40% of
the population, who are eligible under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.  

Besides, the Policy also envisages a crowd funding mechanism in which corporates and
individuals will be encouraged to extend financial support through a robust IT platform for
treatment of rare diseases. Funds so collected will be utilized by Centres of Excellence for
treatment of all three categories of rare diseases as first charge and then the balance financial
resources could also be used for research. 

 

MV

Dr. Harsh Vardhan, Union Health & Family Welfare Minister approved the “National Policy for
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designating 8 health facilities as Centre of Excellence and these CoEs will also be provided one-
time financial support of up to Rs 5 crores for upgradation of diagnostics facilities.                    

A provision for financial support up to Rs. 20 lakhs under the Umbrella Scheme of Rastriya
Arogya Nidhi is proposed for treatment, of those rare diseases that require a one-time treatment
(diseases listed under Group 1 in the rare disease policy). Beneficiaries for such financial
assistance would not be limited to BPL families, but the benefit will be extended to about 40% of
the population, who are eligible under Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana.  

Besides, the Policy also envisages a crowd funding mechanism in which corporates and
individuals will be encouraged to extend financial support through a robust IT platform for
treatment of rare diseases. Funds so collected will be utilized by Centres of Excellence for
treatment of all three categories of rare diseases as first charge and then the balance financial
resources could also be used for research. 
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RS. 25,586 CRORE PAID OUT UNDER LOAN SCHEME
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Five years after the Stand Up India scheme was launched by the government to promote
entrepreneurship among women, Scheduled Castes (SC) & Scheduled Tribes (ST), banks have
sanctioned more than Rs. 25,000 crore to over 1.14 lakh accounts, the Finance Ministry said on
Sunday.

As per the scheme, bank loans between Rs. 10 lakh and Rs. 1 crore are routed to at least one
SC or ST borrower, and at least one woman borrower, by each branch of the scheduled
commercial banks. Official data suggest that women-led enterprises have dominated the
sanctions so far under the scheme, which has now been extended till 2025.

“Rs. 25,586 crore has been sanctioned under the Stand Up India Scheme to over 1,14,322
accounts up to 23.03.2021 since its inception,” the Ministry said.
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RESERVATION QUOTA NEEDS TO BE HIKED BEYOND
50%: BOMMAI

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Basavaraj Bommai  

Saying that it was necessary to raisethe reservation quota beyond 50% for the welfare of the
backward classes, Home, Law and Parliamentary Affairs Minister Basavaraj Bommai said on
Sunday that the State Cabinet has already agreed on it while an affidavit has been submitted to
the Supreme Court onthis matter.

“The Cabinet has unanimously taken the decision to raise the reservation cap. We are expecting
a favourable decision from the Supreme Court,” he said. “If the Kurubas have to be brought
under Scheduled Tribe, the reservation quota for ST has to be increased to 7.5%. The
Panchamasali community has sought backward classes 2A status. Similarly, other communities
have also petitioned for reservation. If all these demands are to be met, then the current
reservation cap of 50% has to be increased.”

The Minister said this at Belloddi village, near Harihara, during the inauguration of a community
hall, a hostel, and an arch, organised by Kaginele Mahasamsthana.

Mr. Bommai felt that it was a challenge to raise the reservation cap as the quota for all
communities had to be settled legally and within the ambit of the Constitution. “To prevent
anyone from questioning the decision, an experts committee headed by a retired judge has been
appointed.” He also said that the B.S. Yediyurappa government has showered “love and
affection” on the community, which is mutual.

‘Waiting for report’

The Chief Minister, meanwhile, said that the demand of Kurubas for inclusion in the ST list was
being considered by a high-level committee. “We are awaiting the report. After consulting legal
experts, our government has submitted an affidavit to the Supreme Court to increase
reservation. Discussion on the issue has begun and we have placed our arguments before the
court,” he added.

Mr. Yediyurappa also assured the gathering of shortly releasing about Rs. 35 crore for works
taken up by the community.
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THE CASE OF WOMEN MAOISTS: HOW GENDER
EQUALITY CAN TACKLE TERROR

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Addressing the gender injustices that motivate many to join Maoist cadres can help the Indian
state contain this insurgency

Last March, the Communist Party of India (Maoist) released a list of 22 martyred women cadres
to applaud the contribution of women to its cause. This renewed the conversation around female
Maoists composing a substantial 60% of their total cadres and occupying almost all operational
and tactical positions responsible for sustaining the Maoist rebellion in India. For a security
threat constituting such a sizeable number of female combatants, embracing the woman
question should be central to conflict resolution. This is why most of the government’s counter-
terrorism measures fall short: They consider male motivations as the human default set, and
model security responses accordingly. Female Maoists often express different reasons for
joining the rebellion than their male comrades, indicating a need to address them separately.
The umbrella grievance of women in the movement is that of gender inequality, which worsens
problems of sexual assault, police brutality, atrocities against Scheduled Caste/Tribe (SC/ST)
communities, and economic inequality.

Many ex-Maoist women, like Krishna Bandyopadhyay, admit Maoism’s appeal was rooted in its
commitment to women’s rights. This commitment manifests in all-women squads such as the
Krantikari Adivasi Mahila Sangathan (KAMS) leading extensive campaigns against forced
marriage, abduction, outcasting menstruating women, bigamy, domestic violence, and police
brutality. Such initiatives encourage many younger females to join the armed rebellion. The
demand for gender equality is so potent that male Maoists themselves cannot escape it. In one
instance, female combatants compelled the CPI (Marxist-Leninist) to admit its own patriarchal
failings within the party and the overall insurgency.

The most gendered motivator, distinguishing female experience, is sexual assault. Crimes
against women are more rampant in Maoist-affected areas than in other parts of the country.
Security personnel are known to use body searches, casual molestation, custodial rape, torture,
threats of harm upon loved ones, etc., as warfare tactics against combatants and even civilian
women. National Crime Records Bureau data shows that Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh and Odisha alone registered 84,938 crimes against women in
2019. This is in addition to the 118,677 investigations pending from previous years. Despite the
large figure, it captures only part of the ground reality. Women face sexual harassment from the
state as well as insurgents, with no avenues to seek justice. Many find it nearly impossible to
even register a first information report with the police.

Evidently, police brutality and impunity pushes women towards Maoism, creating a cycle of
violence. Aside from threats of extrajudicial arrests, detention, harassment, torture and murder,
women find it hard to get justice for their loved ones. A female combatant from Odisha affirmed
this while recalling her sister’s custodial gang-rape by the police; and later, her brother’s illegal
arrest and extrajudicial killing under “mysterious circumstances" by the same force, she said, left
her “no choice but to join the revolution".

The Red Corridor’s SC/ST women know this first-hand as they endure layers of gender, caste,
and class subjugation. While one in five police personnel believe SC/ST complaints to be false
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and motivated, figures suggest that tribal women were victims of 69.6% of violence against
women over the past decade. Even within the rebellion, SC/ST women form 40% of the forces
but 90% its martyrs. In addition, SC/ST women disproportionately suffer mass displacement and
loss of livelihood, as 75.8% of India’s mineral production currently comes from their ancestral
lands.

Further, marginalization from the rural economy renders women poorer than men of the same
households. Therefore, many women perceive Maoism as relief from poverty and
unemployment. Rashmi Mahli, an ex-combatant from Jharkhand, confirmed this. Maoists
promised regular pay for her low-income family, she said, in exchange for her joining their
cadres.

Herein lies the allure of Maoism for women. It acknowledges gender discrimination and works to
overcome it. However, radical movements tend to exist within the zeitgeist of their time. Despite
sustaining the uprising, female Maoists are rarely at the table during peace talks and ceasefire
negotiations. Even within the ranks, they face sexual assault and gendered division of roles such
as cooking, cleaning and nursing. Maoists are not immune to patriarchal attitudes and
behaviour, suggesting a scope for the state to re-enter the discourse through effective gender-
sensitive policies that offer women of the region a better alternative than joining the cadres.

However, currently, state schemes focus on hard-power security responses and not the welfare
demands of the populace itself. When asked why Maoists had so many women, the Union
ministry of home affairs responded that Maoists coerced Adivasi parents into parting with girls to
brain-wash and indoctrinate young women with Maoist ideology to form Bal Dastas. Apart from
demonizing Adivasis, that explanation suggests more than half of Maoist cadres had no consent
in being inducted, framing all women as victims of male recruiters. However, even if Adivasi
parents were solely to blame for the swelling number of female Maoists, it doesn’t explain 60%
of female Maoists from non-SC/ST backgrounds.

The need of the hour is for the state to adequately address women’s ground realities in the
region that push them toward radicalization. The cadres’ patriarchal set-up doesn’t excuse the
state’s own failings on gender equality. Female Maoists continue to outnumber men, with fresh
reports suggesting numbers as high as 70% of their cadre strength.

Failing to address women’s grievances around patriarchy renders the state’s counter-terrorism
response inadequate. The Indian state’s priority must be to diminish motivations, not demean
them. The driving factors should not only be understood as incentives behind violence, but
potential solutions for peaceful outcomes.

Riya Singh Rathore is a research and editorial coordinator at Social & Political Research
Foundation
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-04-05

CENTRE APPROVES COVID ALLOWANCE IN SKILL
TRAINING ECOSYSTEM

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The skill ministry has now decided that 1.5% of the average training cost per trainee will be used
for covid allowance and it has got approval from the finance ministry

The Union government has approved a proposal to set aside 1.5% of the money it gives for
skills training and put it into sanitation of training infrastructure and safety protocol amid rising
coronavirus cases.

The government bears the cost of training provided by hundreds of ‘training partners’, including
companies, for a range of skills from IT to retail and shop floor management. The issue was first
discussed in November as institutions were opening up after pandemic started easing.

Initially the common norms committee of the government related to the skills mission supported
“granting of 1-2% as covid allowance for sanitation requirements".

The skill ministry has now decided that 1.5% of the average training cost per trainee will be used
for covid allowance and it has got approval from the finance ministry.

“This matter has been examined and it has been decided that 1.5% of the average training cost
per trainee for 3 months, or 1.5% of the hourly base cost rate (as applicable as per category of
trade undergoing the training) may be allowed as covid allowance," the ministry of skill
development and entrepreneurship said. Mint has seen a copy of the order. The covid allowance
will be funded out of the grants already made available for training, and no additional funds can
be demanded for incurring the expenditure, the ministry said.

“This allowance should be discontinued once the need ceases," the skills ministry underlined,
adding that the allowance provision has the “concurrence of department of expenditure, ministry
of finance."

The Union government rolled out the third phase of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY 3.0) in January in 600 districts across the country with an expenditure target of 950
crore.

The PMKVY 3.0 is likely to be extended for a longer period beyond its 2020-21-time frame with a
larger fund allocation.

Other than short term skill training, the ministry oversees the long-term skilling via over 12,000
industrial training institutes (ITIs).

While the 729 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Kendras (PMKKs) have started the training under the
third phase, the ministry is in the process of allowing scores of empanelled training centres of
the National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) to implement PMKVY 3.0 training.

This time the focus is on demand-driven skills instead of supply-driven ones as was the practice
for last six years.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-05

SANKALP SE SIDDH - TRIFED’S VILLAGE AND DIGITAL
CONNECT DRIVE LAUNCHED

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Following the success of the Village and Digital connect initiative during which TRIFED’s
regional officials across the country went to identified villages with a significant tribal population
and supervised the implementation of the various programmes and initiatives earlier in 2021,
TRIFED under Ministry of Tribal Affairs has now launched “Sankalp se Siddhi” - Village & Digital
Connect Drive. Starting from April 1, 2021, this 100 day drive will entail 150 teams (10 in each
region from TRIFED and State Implementation Agencies/Mentoring Agencies/Partners) visiting
ten villages each. 100 villages in each region and 1500 villages in the country will be covered in
the next 100 days. The main aim of this drive is to activate the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras in these
villages. 
Among all of TRIFED’s initiatives that have been put in place to help the disadvantaged tribal
sections of the society, the Scheme, Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP)
Through Minimum Support Price (MSP) & Development of Value Chain for MFP’ that provides
MSP to gatherers of forest produce and introduces value addition and marketing through tribal
groups and clusters and Van Dhan Vikas Kendras has found widespread acceptance across the
country. Especially during the pandemic in 2020, this scheme has emerged as a panacea for the
tribals. 
                                  
The objective of the MSP for MFP scheme is to establish a framework for ensuring fair prices for
the tribal gatherers, primary processing, storage, transportation etc. while ensuring sustainability
of the resource base addressing the problems tribals are facing such as perishable nature of the
produce, lack of holding capacity, lack of marketing infrastructure, exploitation by middle men,
and timely government intervention. Rs 200 crore Sales during the next 12 months is targeted
as a result of this initiative once the VDVKs are activated in these 1500 villages. The visiting
teams will also identify locations and shortlist potential VDVKs for clustering as TRIFOOD, and
SFURTI units as larger enterprises.  They will also identify tribal artisans and other groups and
empanel them as suppliers so that they can have access to larger markets through the Tribes
India network – both physical outlets and TribesIndia.com.
               

It is expected that Sankalp Se Siddhi will aid in effecting a complete transformation of the tribal
ecosystem across the country. 

***

NB/SK/Trifed/04.04.2021

Following the success of the Village and Digital connect initiative during which TRIFED’s
regional officials across the country went to identified villages with a significant tribal population
and supervised the implementation of the various programmes and initiatives earlier in 2021,
TRIFED under Ministry of Tribal Affairs has now launched “Sankalp se Siddhi” - Village & Digital
Connect Drive. Starting from April 1, 2021, this 100 day drive will entail 150 teams (10 in each
region from TRIFED and State Implementation Agencies/Mentoring Agencies/Partners) visiting
ten villages each. 100 villages in each region and 1500 villages in the country will be covered in
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the next 100 days. The main aim of this drive is to activate the Van Dhan Vikas Kendras in these
villages. 
Among all of TRIFED’s initiatives that have been put in place to help the disadvantaged tribal
sections of the society, the Scheme, Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP)
Through Minimum Support Price (MSP) & Development of Value Chain for MFP’ that provides
MSP to gatherers of forest produce and introduces value addition and marketing through tribal
groups and clusters and Van Dhan Vikas Kendras has found widespread acceptance across the
country. Especially during the pandemic in 2020, this scheme has emerged as a panacea for the
tribals. 
                                  
The objective of the MSP for MFP scheme is to establish a framework for ensuring fair prices for
the tribal gatherers, primary processing, storage, transportation etc. while ensuring sustainability
of the resource base addressing the problems tribals are facing such as perishable nature of the
produce, lack of holding capacity, lack of marketing infrastructure, exploitation by middle men,
and timely government intervention. Rs 200 crore Sales during the next 12 months is targeted
as a result of this initiative once the VDVKs are activated in these 1500 villages. The visiting
teams will also identify locations and shortlist potential VDVKs for clustering as TRIFOOD, and
SFURTI units as larger enterprises.  They will also identify tribal artisans and other groups and
empanel them as suppliers so that they can have access to larger markets through the Tribes
India network – both physical outlets and TribesIndia.com.
               

It is expected that Sankalp Se Siddhi will aid in effecting a complete transformation of the tribal
ecosystem across the country. 
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-06

DR HARSH VARDHAN LAUNCHES INTEGRATED
HEALTH INFORMATION PLATFORM (IHIP), THE
REVISED NEXT GENERATION INTEGRATED DISEASE
SURVEILLANCE PROGRAMME (IDSP) DIGITAL
PLATFORM

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

New Delhi, 5th April 2021

The Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually launched the
Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP) here today, in the presence of  of Shri Ashwini
Kumar Choubey, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare. Chief Minister Shri Tirath
Singh Rawat (Uttarkhand) was also present digitally. The Integrated Health Information Platform
 is the next generation highly refined version of the presently used  Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme (IDSP).

  

The virtual event was attended by Health Ministers of various States including Shri Balbir Singh
Sidhu (Punjab), Shri Alexander Laloo Hek (Meghalaya), Dr. K. Sudhakar (Karnataka), Dr.
Prabhuram Choudhary (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Jai Pratap Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Etela
Rajendra (Telangana), Shri T. S. Singh Deo (Chhattisgarh), Dr R. Lalthangliana (Mizoram), and
Shri S. Pangnyu Phom (Nagaland).

Expressing his enthusiasm at the brave, futuristic and pertinent amalgamation of healthcare and
technology, Dr Harsh Vardhan stated that “This day shall be written in Golden Letters as a day
that marks a milestone in the history of disease surveillance. We have started a new chapter in
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India’s public health trajectory. India is the first country in the world to adopt such an advanced
disease surveillance system.” He elaborated on the timely need for the software platform: “The
new version of IHIP will house the data entry and management for India’s disease surveillance
program. In addition to tracking 33 diseases now as compared to the earlier 18 diseases, it shall
ensure near-real-time data in digital mode, having done away with the paper-mode of working”.

Terming this as the world's biggest online disease surveillance platform, he stated that it is in
sync with the National Digital Health Mission and fully compatible with the other digital
information systems presently being used in India. The refined IHIP with automated -data will
help in a big way in real time data collection, aggregation & further analysis of data that will aid
and enable evidence-based policy making, he explained. He applauded NCDC, WHO and all
those who have been associated with this development.

Dr Harsh Vardhan stated that IHIP will provide health information system developed for real
time, case-based information, integrated analytics, advanced visualization capability. It will
provide analyzed reports on mobile or other electronic devices. In addition, outbreak
investigation activities can be initiated and monitored electronically. It can easily be integrated
with other ongoing surveillance program, while having the feature of addition of special
surveillance modules.

Dr Harsh Vardhan stated that such an advanced digital platform for scouting the earliest signs of
disease spread in the smallest of villages and blocks in the country will immensely help in
nipping in the bud any potential outbreak or epidemic. He applauded the hard work and
commitment of all the grassroots and frontline healthcare workers who have toiled the whole of
last year during COVID pandemic He stated, “India has shown to the world that even during a
pandemic, we are capable of developing such an advanced disease surveillance system.”. He
further observed that the platform is a success story of the ‘Make in India’ initiative and a step
towards Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s dream of Aatma-Nirbhar Swastha Bharat.

“Accurate, reliable and timely information is crucial for a country such as India which has a
population of 1.35 billion”, he pointed out. India’s information system for precision public health
is essential for delivering ‘the right intervention at the right time, every time to the right
population.’ Pointing out that in recent years, the use of technology to enhance precision in
public health, including the use of pathogen genomics, enhanced surveillance and informatics,
and targeted interventions has steadily gone up,  he cautioned that the success of this platform
will also depend primarily on the quality of data shared by the states.

Congratulating everyone associated with development of this visionary digital platform, Shri
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State (HFW) stated that India has established standards of
quality in healthcare: “With IHIP, collection of authentic data will become easy as it comes
directly from the village/block level; the last mile from the country. With its implementation, we
are fast marching towards Atma Nirbha Bharat in healthcare through use of technology.”

Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health Secretary informed that in terms of the geographical
coverage of the surveillance, along with the number of diseases covered and the quantum of
data generated, this makes IHIP one of the largest such digital health platforms globally. Data
will be provided in real time through the grassroots healthcare workers through their gadgets
(tablets); the doctors at the PHC/CHC/SHD/DH when the citizens seek healthcare; and the
diagnostic labs which will provide data on the tests carried out.
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Terming this as a ‘historic day’ not only for India for global public health, Dr Roderico Ofrin,
WHO Representative to India stated that this refined digital surveillance platform will help to
provide and connect data and move towards ‘One Health’ approach. He mentioned that the
portal is a great resource for timely health response measures to be mounted; not only
programming, but also in disease prioritization. He applauded India for this timely development.

Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health Secretary, Ms. Arti Ahuja, Addl. Secretary (Health), Dr. Sunil
Kumar, DG Health Services,  Shri Lav Agarwal, Jt. Secretary (Health), Dr. Sujeet Singh,
Director, National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) and Dr Roderico Ofrin, WHO
Representative to India were present at the launch. Principal Secretaries (Health),
Commissioners (Health), MD (NHM) of States along with the senior health officials of the Union
and State Governments also joined the event.

***

 MV

New Delhi, 5th April 2021

The Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare, Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually launched the
Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP) here today, in the presence of  of Shri Ashwini
Kumar Choubey, Minister of State for Health and Family Welfare. Chief Minister Shri Tirath
Singh Rawat (Uttarkhand) was also present digitally. The Integrated Health Information Platform
 is the next generation highly refined version of the presently used  Integrated Disease
Surveillance Programme (IDSP).
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The virtual event was attended by Health Ministers of various States including Shri Balbir Singh
Sidhu (Punjab), Shri Alexander Laloo Hek (Meghalaya), Dr. K. Sudhakar (Karnataka), Dr.
Prabhuram Choudhary (Madhya Pradesh), Shri Jai Pratap Singh (Uttar Pradesh), Shri Etela
Rajendra (Telangana), Shri T. S. Singh Deo (Chhattisgarh), Dr R. Lalthangliana (Mizoram), and
Shri S. Pangnyu Phom (Nagaland).

Expressing his enthusiasm at the brave, futuristic and pertinent amalgamation of healthcare and
technology, Dr Harsh Vardhan stated that “This day shall be written in Golden Letters as a day
that marks a milestone in the history of disease surveillance. We have started a new chapter in
India’s public health trajectory. India is the first country in the world to adopt such an advanced
disease surveillance system.” He elaborated on the timely need for the software platform: “The
new version of IHIP will house the data entry and management for India’s disease surveillance
program. In addition to tracking 33 diseases now as compared to the earlier 18 diseases, it shall
ensure near-real-time data in digital mode, having done away with the paper-mode of working”.

Terming this as the world's biggest online disease surveillance platform, he stated that it is in
sync with the National Digital Health Mission and fully compatible with the other digital
information systems presently being used in India. The refined IHIP with automated -data will
help in a big way in real time data collection, aggregation & further analysis of data that will aid
and enable evidence-based policy making, he explained. He applauded NCDC, WHO and all
those who have been associated with this development.

Dr Harsh Vardhan stated that IHIP will provide health information system developed for real
time, case-based information, integrated analytics, advanced visualization capability. It will
provide analyzed reports on mobile or other electronic devices. In addition, outbreak
investigation activities can be initiated and monitored electronically. It can easily be integrated
with other ongoing surveillance program, while having the feature of addition of special
surveillance modules.

Dr Harsh Vardhan stated that such an advanced digital platform for scouting the earliest signs of
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disease spread in the smallest of villages and blocks in the country will immensely help in
nipping in the bud any potential outbreak or epidemic. He applauded the hard work and
commitment of all the grassroots and frontline healthcare workers who have toiled the whole of
last year during COVID pandemic He stated, “India has shown to the world that even during a
pandemic, we are capable of developing such an advanced disease surveillance system.”. He
further observed that the platform is a success story of the ‘Make in India’ initiative and a step
towards Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s dream of Aatma-Nirbhar Swastha Bharat.

“Accurate, reliable and timely information is crucial for a country such as India which has a
population of 1.35 billion”, he pointed out. India’s information system for precision public health
is essential for delivering ‘the right intervention at the right time, every time to the right
population.’ Pointing out that in recent years, the use of technology to enhance precision in
public health, including the use of pathogen genomics, enhanced surveillance and informatics,
and targeted interventions has steadily gone up,  he cautioned that the success of this platform
will also depend primarily on the quality of data shared by the states.

Congratulating everyone associated with development of this visionary digital platform, Shri
Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Minister of State (HFW) stated that India has established standards of
quality in healthcare: “With IHIP, collection of authentic data will become easy as it comes
directly from the village/block level; the last mile from the country. With its implementation, we
are fast marching towards Atma Nirbha Bharat in healthcare through use of technology.”

Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health Secretary informed that in terms of the geographical
coverage of the surveillance, along with the number of diseases covered and the quantum of
data generated, this makes IHIP one of the largest such digital health platforms globally. Data
will be provided in real time through the grassroots healthcare workers through their gadgets
(tablets); the doctors at the PHC/CHC/SHD/DH when the citizens seek healthcare; and the
diagnostic labs which will provide data on the tests carried out.

 

Terming this as a ‘historic day’ not only for India for global public health, Dr Roderico Ofrin,
WHO Representative to India stated that this refined digital surveillance platform will help to
provide and connect data and move towards ‘One Health’ approach. He mentioned that the
portal is a great resource for timely health response measures to be mounted; not only
programming, but also in disease prioritization. He applauded India for this timely development.

Shri Rajesh Bhushan, Union Health Secretary, Ms. Arti Ahuja, Addl. Secretary (Health), Dr. Sunil
Kumar, DG Health Services,  Shri Lav Agarwal, Jt. Secretary (Health), Dr. Sujeet Singh,
Director, National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) and Dr Roderico Ofrin, WHO
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Representative to India were present at the launch. Principal Secretaries (Health),
Commissioners (Health), MD (NHM) of States along with the senior health officials of the Union
and State Governments also joined the event.

***

 MV
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Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-04-07

HOW INDIA FARED IN GLOBAL GENDER GAP REPORT
2021

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The gender gap in India has widened to 62.5%, largely due to women’s inadequate
representation in politics, technical and leadership roles, decrease in women’s labour force
participation rate, poor healthcare, lagging female to male literacy ratio, income inequality. Mint
explores.

The gender gap in India has widened to 62.5%, largely due to women’s inadequate
representation in politics, technical and leadership roles, decrease in women’s labour force
participation rate, poor healthcare, lagging female to male literacy ratio, income inequality. Mint
explores.

What does the WEF report measure?

The report is a measure of gender gap on four parameters: economic participation and
opportunity, educational attainment, health and survival, and political empowerment. The index
has benchmarked 156 nations across the globe in 2021. The data show that it will take 135.6
years to bridge the gender gap worldwide and the pandemic has impacted women more
severely than men. The gap is the widest on the political empowerment dimension with
economic participation and opportunity being next in line. However, the gap on educational
attainment and health and survival has been practically bridged.

How has India fared this year?

India in 2021 has slipped 28 places and has been ranked 140th among 156 nations participating
in the rankings. It is the third-worst performer among South Asian countries, with Pakistan and
Afghanistan trailing and Bangladesh being at the top. The report states that the country fared
the worst in political empowerment, regressing from 23.9% to 9.1%. Its ranking on the health
and survival dimension is among the five worst performers. The economic participation and
opportunity gap saw a decline of 3% compared to 2020, while on the educational attainment
front India is in the 114th position.

Which are the top performing countries?

The most gender equal country in the world is Iceland, and it has been in the first position for 12
years. Finland is second and Norway third, with New Zealand being a close fourth, followed by
Sweden. Lithuania, Serbia, Timor-Leste, Togo and the United Arab Emirates have improved the
most in the overall index.

What does this mean for India?

The pandemic has only slowed down in its tracks the progress India was making towards
achieving gender parity. The country urgently needs to focus on “health and survival" which
points towards a skewed sex ratio because of high incidence of gender-based sex selective
practices and economic participation of women. Women’s labour force particip-ation rate and the
share of women in technical roles has declined in 2020, reducing the estimated earned income
of women, which is one-fifth that of men.
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Which schemes can help it close this gap?

Schemes such as Beti Bachao Beti Padhao, direct cash transfer of 500 to women’s accounts,
Ujjwala Scheme, One Stop Centre Scheme, and Sukanya Samriddhi are steps in the right
direction. But, there is a need for successful implementation of existing schemes. Very few firms
have appointed one independent woman director on the board. A women’s reservation bill is still
pending despite almost all national parties declaring commitment.

Jagadish Shettigar and Pooja Misra are faculty members at BIMTECH.
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-08

ABORTION IS A WOMAN’S RIGHT TO DECIDE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Given the phenomenal expansion in feminist jurisprudence over the last decade, particularly on
the issue of a woman’s right to choose to have an abortion, it now appears quite plain that the
central government’s amendment to the abortion laws not only retains the traditional notion that
the state must intervene and decide for women as to when and in what circumstances abortions
may be carried out, but even the pathetic measures set out in the Medical Termination of
Pregnancy (Amendment) Act 2021 are too little and have come too late.

This government seems to be incompetent in understanding a woman’s right over her own body.
The government’s conduct is particularly appalling since it comes after over a decade of
procrastination and obstruction where indigent women in difficult circumstances tried to have
abortions done and were stonewalled by government officials and prosecutors. The passing of
this Act marks a new phase of the struggle to assert the absolute right of a woman over her
body.

The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 (MTP) may have been considered progressive
at that time considering that provisions in the Indian Penal Code regarding termination of
pregnancy were enacted over a century ago in keeping with the British law on the subject.
Abortions were made a crime and the woman concerned and her doctor would invariably land
up in jail. Section 3 (https://bit.ly/3dFBgZH) put an outer limit of 20 weeks on the length of the
pregnancy and required two doctors to certify that the continuation of the pregnancy would
involve a risk to the life of the woman or grave injury to her physical or mental health or that
there was a substantial risk that the child born would suffer from such physical or mental
abnormalities as to be seriously handicapped.

Explanation 1 dealt with rape cases where it was to be presumed that the anguish caused would
constitute a grave injury to the mental health of the woman. Explanation 2 laid down that any
pregnancy occurring as a result of failure of contraception would likewise be presumed to
constitute a grave injury. Account needed to be taken of the pregnant woman’s actual or
reasonably foreseeable environment. Section 5 created an exception to the 20 week limit
whenever such an abortion was immediately necessary to save the life of the pregnant woman.

The 1971 Act was based on “The Report of the Shantilal H. Shah Committee to Study the
Question of Legislation of Abortion” 1967, which set out the limitations of technology which
made it hazardous for women to have abortions done after the 20th week. This limitation
disappeared with the phenomenal improvement in technology and processes rendering it
possible to carry out abortions safely right up to full term. Thus the excuse of “safety of the
woman” was no longer tenable to be used for restricting women’s rights.

The central government has been criminally negligent in allowing the law to stand as it has for
five decades. It has pushed women seeking abortions underground where terminations are
carried out in unhygienic and dangerous places, and in horrific situations. Even today about
800,000 illegal and unsafe abortions are performed every year in India, many of them resulting
in morbidities and death. The government has not cared. Political parties of all hues had one
thing in common; women dying do not matter.

The decision of the Bombay High Court in Nikita Mehta vs State of Maharashtra, saying that it
was not open for the courts to double guess the statutory restrictions, sparked the debate

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-rajya-sabha-passes-the-medical-termination-of-pregnancy-bill/article34085993.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/parliament-proceedings-rajya-sabha-passes-the-medical-termination-of-pregnancy-bill/article34085993.ece
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around the right to abortion in India. From 2008 onwards, over 300 petitions were filed in the
Supreme Court and the High Courts. Given the gruesome context from which these petitions
sprung the Supreme Court generally responded well by ignoring the statutory provisions as it
was patent that not allowing abortions to take place would have caused grave injustice to the
woman. The Court then routinely allowed abortions way past the 20 week limit. In Murugan
Nayakkar vs Union of India & Ors, the abortion was permitted at 31 weeks, very close to full
term.

TheMedical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Act 2021 fails miserably on the main count
while introducing few collateral progressive measures. First, the Act fails to recognise the
absolute right of a woman over her body in taking decisions regarding abortions and
reproductive health. It still reserves to the state the right to dictate to the woman that she cannot
have an abortion at will. Second, even though the limit has been pushed back from 20 to 24
weeks, this comes with the same state conditionalities as before. Third, 24 weeks is not rational
given today’s technology where abortions can be done safely up to full term.

By far the biggest failure of the government lies in enacting section 3(2B) which requires the
pregnant woman to approach a medical board in cases of substantial foetal abnormalities and
where she has crossed the 24 week limit. These boards impose insurmountable obstacles to the
woman seeking late abortions. First, what used to be an exchange between the pregnant
woman and her gynaecologist who would take a decision as to safety, has now been replaced
by a board of a minimum of three doctors. This is totally unnecessary and breaches privacy.

Second, and this is indicative of complete non-application of mind, the Act provides in section
3(2C) for a single board for a State. Given the millions of abortions taking place in India past the
deadline, it is impossible for one board to handle all cases. Third, assuming multiple boards will
be established, the records show that no State has the finances or the human resources to
maintain the operation and functioning of these boards. Fourth, the right to seek termination is
restricted to “such category of women as may be prescribed by rules”. One wonders what
categories of women would be permitted termination of pregnancies!

The main objection remains; that boards are totally unnecessary and an invasion of privacy, and
pregnant women, like they used to do, should be left alone to consult their gynaecologist in late
term pregnancies and carry out their abortion under the certificate of their own gynaecologist
that the abortion can be performed safely. This is the trend worldwide and in the courts. The
Indian government needs to wake up and educate itself on women’s emancipation worldwide.

Colin Gonsalves is the Founder of Human Rights Law Network (HRLN), a leading public interest
law group, and has written and edited articles and books on human rights law issues. Sneha
Mukherjee is an advocate practising in the Supreme Court of India and is also Director of the
Women’s Rights Initiative at Human Rights Law Network
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-08

A WAY FORWARD FOR TRANS PERSONS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

In this handout photograph taken on March 1, 2021 and released by Chhattisgarh Police on
March 3, 2021 newly recruited police constables, who are members of the transgender
community, pose for a picture at the state police headquarters in Raipur.   | Photo Credit: AFP

No less than 13 members of the transgender community have been selected recently as
constables under the Chhattisgarh police. This is truly historic and thrilling for a community that
had no legal recognition till the Supreme Court in NALSA vs. Union of India (2014) ruled that
transgender persons have the right to decide their self-identified gender.

The binary notion of gender, which denied equal protection of law to transgenders, was rejected
and the required relief was provided by the top court. The transgenders, now in khaki, will be the
first responders in handling law and order situations and others’ grievances.

Though each of the selected persons has their own painful stories of abuse, discrimination and
abandonment, their induction into the police force is a vital message to people that they are as
physically and mentally competent as others. This is more significant in the backdrop of the fact
that there was no reservation for the transgender community as a separate category. This may,
hence, help in changing the perception of people who think of them as a fearful entity with a
stigma of identity, disability, criminality, or untouchability. Earlier, a few transgenders were
inducted into the Tamil Nadu police too.

The journey of transgender people has indeed been a long struggle. However, soon after the
2014 Supreme Court judgment, the Chhattisgarh government constituted the Third Gender
Welfare Board to take up various welfare measures in favour of trans people. Instructions were
issued to all departments to include ‘third gender’ as an option (along with male and female) in
official documents that require mentioning the gender or sex of a person.

District-level committees were constituted to identify members of the transgender community so
that welfare schemes could be implemented for their benefit. Sensitisation workshops were
organised at State and district levels by the police department and police officers were apprised
about the Central law and the Supreme Court’s ruling on transgenders. Training capsules were
prepared for police training institutes with the help of transgender members of the Welfare
Board.

Further, after the announcement of vacancies, the police not only permitted the use of their
sports ground for practice, but also helped them in preparing for the written examination.
However, ultimately, it was the hard work of the transgender people themselves which ensured
their success and marked their presence in the department.

The recently enacted Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, which paved the
way for issuing a certificate of transgender identity, is in spirit with international conventions,
particularly the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, the International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights, 1966, and the Yogyakarta Principles, 2006. The Act recognises that
transgender persons have a legal right to self-perceived gender identity in accordance with the
principle of the “Psychological Test” instead of the “Biological Test”. According to law,
transgender persons cannot be discriminated against in any matter relating to employment by
any establishment.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/AFP/
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In another recent judgment, the Kerala High Court allowed a petition moved by a transwoman
seeking admission into the National Cadet Corps based on her self-claimed gender identity. The
court held that the provisions of the NCC Act cannot preclude the operation of the Transgender
Persons (Protection of Rights) Act. Thus, this new protective Central legislation has given a new
lease of life to the whole community.

The selected trans recruits are excited to start their new innings of life with novel challenges, but
a lot more needs to be done to bring about changes in the perception of people towards this
marginalised community. The law must be implemented in letter and spirit to fulfil its objective.
At the same time, society needs to erase its biases and accept transgender people as equal
human beings with humility.

The author is a senior IPS officer in Chhattisgarh

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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TRIBAL HEALTH COLLABORATIVE ‘ANAMAYA’: A
MULTI STAKEHOLDER INITIATIVE TO ENHANCE
TRIBAL HEALTH AND NUTRITION LAUNCHED

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their
Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Anamaya, the Tribal Health Collaborative was launched by Union Minister of Health and Family
Welfare Dr Harsh Vardhan and Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Shri Arjun Munda at a function in
New Delhi today. The Collaborative is a multi-stakeholder initiative of Tribal Affairs Ministry
supported by Piramal Foundation and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF).It will
converge efforts of various Government agencies and organisations to enhance the health and
nutrition status of the tribal communities of India.

Also present at the occasion were Dr Vinod K Paul, Member Health, NITI Aayog, Mr. R
Subrahmanyam Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Dr Navaljit Kapoor, Joint Secretary, Ministry
of Tribal Affairs, Mr Hari Menon, Director, BMGF, Mr Aditya Natraj, Head, Piramal Foundation,
Mr Gaurav Arya, Country Director CIFF and Dr Shailendra Hegde, Senior VP, Piramal
Swasthya.

This Collaborative is a unique initiative bringing together governments, philanthropists, national
and international foundations, NGOs/CBOs to end all preventable deaths among the tribal
communities of India. It aims to build a sustainable, high-performing health eco-system to
address the key health challenges faced by the tribal population of India. It will begin its
operations with 50 tribal, Aspirational Districts (with more than 20% ST population) across 6 high
tribal population states. Over a 10-year period, the work of the THC will be extended to 177 tribal
Districts as recognised by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

Speaking on the occasion, Sh Arjun Munda stated, “The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been
working relentlessly to address the health challenges of the tribal communities, engaging with
State Governments and civil society organisations. The Ministry has created a roadmap to
address tribal health issues through the Tribal Health Action Plan. We are addressing issues
related to tribal health on a Mission Mode and I welcome all the non-government organisations
who have come togetherand shown their interest for this unique initiative. I am particularly
thankful to Dr Harsh Vardhan and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare for their support and
I look forward to jointly reaching our common vision of enriching the lives of the tribal
communities.”

Dr Harsh Vardhan lauded the efforts of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, saying “The launch of the
Tribal Health Collaborative is like a dream from me. Health is an area where every Ministry can
contribute. We all know that the tribal areas are our real deprived areas. Not just primary
healthcare but through our various schemes we are trying to provide secondary and tertiary
healthcare to the most marginalized people. My only appeal to this Collaborative is that, in
addition to all the other mentioned areas, please focus on TB so that we can reach our goal of
aTB Free India”

In a video message, Smt. Smriti Z. Irani, Union Minister foe Women and Child development
said, “The tribal people of our country are facing challenges of health and nutrition. The
collaboration between Government and Non-Government agencies to address this challenge is
a very welcome decision”.
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Dr Vinod Paul emphasised upon the need for community involvement and community
engagement to make the tribal health plan a success.

Shri R Subrahmanyam Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs in his address said,  “A ‘Tribal Health
Cell’ is being set up in Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Health care facilities in tribal areas are very
scarce and the health standards of tribals are below normal level. All welfare measures should
reach up to grass root level.”

Addressing the need for a collaborative approach to reach the most marginalised and vulnerable
communities, Mr. Ajay Piramal, Chairman, Piramal Enterprises stated “On behalf of the partners
of the Tribal Health Collaborative, I am delighted to contribute to enhancing the health and
nutrition status of the most vulnerable population of India. It has taken over a year to bring
together organisations with diverse experiences and expertise, aligning them towards the
common cause of tribal health enhancement. We look forward to working under the guidance of
both the Ministries.”

A compendium on Tribal Health was also released on the occasion.

****

NB/SK/MoTA/07.04.2021

Anamaya, the Tribal Health Collaborative was launched by Union Minister of Health and Family
Welfare Dr Harsh Vardhan and Union Minister of Tribal Affairs Shri Arjun Munda at a function in
New Delhi today. The Collaborative is a multi-stakeholder initiative of Tribal Affairs Ministry
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converge efforts of various Government agencies and organisations to enhance the health and
nutrition status of the tribal communities of India.
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Subrahmanyam Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs, Dr Navaljit Kapoor, Joint Secretary, Ministry
of Tribal Affairs, Mr Hari Menon, Director, BMGF, Mr Aditya Natraj, Head, Piramal Foundation,
Mr Gaurav Arya, Country Director CIFF and Dr Shailendra Hegde, Senior VP, Piramal
Swasthya.

This Collaborative is a unique initiative bringing together governments, philanthropists, national
and international foundations, NGOs/CBOs to end all preventable deaths among the tribal
communities of India. It aims to build a sustainable, high-performing health eco-system to
address the key health challenges faced by the tribal population of India. It will begin its
operations with 50 tribal, Aspirational Districts (with more than 20% ST population) across 6 high
tribal population states. Over a 10-year period, the work of the THC will be extended to 177 tribal
Districts as recognised by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

Speaking on the occasion, Sh Arjun Munda stated, “The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been
working relentlessly to address the health challenges of the tribal communities, engaging with
State Governments and civil society organisations. The Ministry has created a roadmap to
address tribal health issues through the Tribal Health Action Plan. We are addressing issues
related to tribal health on a Mission Mode and I welcome all the non-government organisations
who have come togetherand shown their interest for this unique initiative. I am particularly
thankful to Dr Harsh Vardhan and the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare for their support and
I look forward to jointly reaching our common vision of enriching the lives of the tribal
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Dr Harsh Vardhan lauded the efforts of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, saying “The launch of the
Tribal Health Collaborative is like a dream from me. Health is an area where every Ministry can
contribute. We all know that the tribal areas are our real deprived areas. Not just primary
healthcare but through our various schemes we are trying to provide secondary and tertiary
healthcare to the most marginalized people. My only appeal to this Collaborative is that, in
addition to all the other mentioned areas, please focus on TB so that we can reach our goal of
aTB Free India”

In a video message, Smt. Smriti Z. Irani, Union Minister foe Women and Child development
said, “The tribal people of our country are facing challenges of health and nutrition. The
collaboration between Government and Non-Government agencies to address this challenge is
a very welcome decision”.

Dr Vinod Paul emphasised upon the need for community involvement and community
engagement to make the tribal health plan a success.

Shri R Subrahmanyam Secretary, Ministry of Tribal Affairs in his address said,  “A ‘Tribal Health
Cell’ is being set up in Ministry of Tribal Affairs. Health care facilities in tribal areas are very
scarce and the health standards of tribals are below normal level. All welfare measures should
reach up to grass root level.”

Addressing the need for a collaborative approach to reach the most marginalised and vulnerable
communities, Mr. Ajay Piramal, Chairman, Piramal Enterprises stated “On behalf of the partners
of the Tribal Health Collaborative, I am delighted to contribute to enhancing the health and
nutrition status of the most vulnerable population of India. It has taken over a year to bring
together organisations with diverse experiences and expertise, aligning them towards the
common cause of tribal health enhancement. We look forward to working under the guidance of
both the Ministries.”

A compendium on Tribal Health was also released on the occasion.

****
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-08

MINISTER OF STATE FOR EDUCATION ADDRESSES AT
CONSULTATION MEETING OF EDUCATION MINISTERS
OF E9 COUNTRIES

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

Minister of State for Education, Shri Sanjay Dhotre addressed at the consultation meeting of
Education Ministers of E9 countries on E9 initiative: Scaling up digital learning to accelerate
progress towards SDG4 on 6th April, 2021. Education Minister of Bangladesh, Ms Dipu Moni,
Deputy Secretary General, United Nations, Ms Amina Mohammed, Education Ministers from the
E9 countries and officials from the United Nations, UNICEF and UNESCO attended the meeting.
E9 Countries include Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, and
Pakistan.

Speaking on the occasion Shri Dhotre said that Covid 19 pandemic has hampered education the
world over. Imparting education to such a large number of students in India was indeed a
challenge. Shri Dhotre was happy to share that by using diverse modes like digital, television
and radio, Government of India not only ensured quality education for all, but also ensured that
our children don’t lose an academic year. He also shared that during this pandemic, Ministry of
Education successfully conducted the largest entrance exams of our premier engineering and
medical courses for almost 2.3 million students which has set an example for other countries to
reflect upon for safe conduct of examination.

The Minister further said that in line with the vision of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi we
have extensively made use of digital tools. One Nation-One Digital Platform -DIKSHA, One
Nation-One Channel programme of -SWAYAM PRABHA, SWAYAM MOOCS and radio
broadcasting were used to take education to the remotest part of the country. The online
education was imparted to differently-abled children, he added. Shri Dhotre informed that with
the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat, our government launched PM e-VIDYA to provide multi-modal
access to education which benefitted nearly 250 million school-going children across India.

Shri Dhotre stated that the pandemic has demonstrated amply that digital and multi-modal
education is a must to ensure affordable education for all. This requires strengthening digital
infrastructure, developing tools and digital skills. It also requires teacher training, data security
and privacy, funding, and assessment tools. He informed that in India Government is setting up
National Digital Education Architecture to deliver a ‘digital first’ approach to support teaching and
learning.

Shri Dhotre urged that it is time to work collectively and in solidarity to create an efficient
ecosystem for digital education. The Minister thanked the UN, UNESCO, UNICEF and
Government of Bangladesh for providing this platform for collective deliberation and look forward
to working with my E9 colleagues to further this cause.

The initiative aims to accelerate recovery and advance the Sustainable Development Goal 4
agenda by driving rapid change in education systems in three of the 2020 Global Education
Meeting priorities: (i) support to teachers; (ii) investment in skills; and (iii) narrowing of the digital
divide.

****

MC/KP/AK
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-10

CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN SPUR MORE
SURVEILLANCE

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

An audit of Delhi's Safe City project last year noted that the efficacy of cameras to prevent
crimes against women had not been studied.   | Photo Credit: Reuters

(Subscribe to our Today's Cache newsletter for a quick snapshot of top 5 tech stories. Click here
to subscribe for free.)

As cases of violence against women and girls have surged in South Asia in recent years,
authorities have introduced harsher penalties and expanded surveillance networks, including
facial recognition systems, to prevent such crimes.

Police in the north Indian city of Lucknow earlier this year said they would install cameras with
emotion recognition technology to spot women being harassed, while in Pakistan, police have
launched a mobile safety app after a gang rape.

But use of these technologies with no evidence that they help reduce crime, and with no data
protection laws, has raised the alarm among privacy experts and women's rights activists who
say the increased surveillance can hurt women even more.

“The police does not even know if this technology works,” said Roop Rekha Verma, a women's
rights activist in Lucknow in Uttar Pradesh state, which had the highest number of reported
crimes against women in India in 2019.

Also Read | This surveillance firm says it can track nearly any car on Earth

"Our experience with the police does not give us the confidence that they will use the technology
in an effective and empathetic manner. If it is not deployed properly, it can lead to even more
harassment, including from the police," she said.

Lucknow is one of eight cities implementing a Safe City project that aims to create a "safe,
secure and empowering environment" for women in public places, and curb crimes with “safer
urban infrastructure and efficient access” to police.

But the project - alongside the 100 Smart Cities programme that relies on technology to improve
services - is being used to exponentially increase surveillance, said Anushka Jain, an associate
counsel at the Internet Freedom Foundation in Delhi.

"Authorities have used crimes against women as a justification to step up surveillance, but the
massive spends on CCTV and facial recognition technology do not correlate to a corresponding
drop in crimes against women," she said over the phone.

"By targeting women disproportionately (authorities) are creating new problems in a society
where women are already constantly tracked in their homes and for whom anonymity in public
places is so important," she told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

Lucknow Police Commissioner D.K. Thakur declined to give details on how the technology will

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Reuters/
https://www.thehindu.com/newsletter-subscription/article31890941.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/this-surveillance-firm-says-it-can-track-nearly-any-car-on-earth/article34139816.ece#:~:text=A%20surveillance%20firm%20Ulysses%20says,every%20month%20as%20of%20now.
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be deployed, and how the data will be monitored or used.

Watched constantly

Worldwide, the rise of cloud computing and artificial intelligence technologies has popularised
the use of facial recognition for a range of applications from tracking criminals to admitting
concert-goers.

Also Read | Google’s privacy push draws U.S. antitrust scrutiny

In Pakistan and India, these systems are being touted as necessary to modernise understaffed
police forces and aid their information gathering and criminal identification processes.

But technology and privacy experts say the benefits are not clear and that they could breach
people's privacy, and that without data protection laws, there is little clarity on how the data is
stored, who can access it and for what purpose.

The technology is also plagued with issues of accuracy, particularly in identifying darker-skinned
women, non-binary people and those from ethnic minorities.

The Delhi Police, in 2018, reported that its trial facial recognition system had an accuracy rate of
2%. The Ministry of Women and Child Development later said the system could not accurately
distinguish between boys and girls.

"We must question the efficacy of this solution and the dependence on digital infrastructure to
solve socio-technical challenges," said Ashali Bhandari, a senior urban planner at Tandem
Research in Goa.

"It's ironic that shielding women from unwanted attention involves watching them constantly
through digital technology networks. It's not empowering women, rather it promotes the idea that
women need to be watched for their own safety," she said.

At least 50 facial recognition systems are in place across India, and the government plans to roll
out a nationwide network. Dozens of cities have also introduced mobile safety apps.

Meanwhile, a rape is reported every 15 minutes, according to government data, and crimes
against women nearly doubled to more than 405,000 cases in 2019, compared to about 203,000
in 2009.

Trading privacy

There is a growing backlash in the United States and in Europe against the use of facial
recognition technology. But in Asia, it is being widely deployed.

Under Pakistan's Safe Cities project, thousands of CCTV cameras have been installed in
Lahore, Islamabad, Karachi and Peshawar.

Also Read | Hackers breach cameras at banks, jails, Tesla and more

Images from cameras in Islamabad of couples travelling in vehicles were leaked in 2019, while
women at Balochistan University said they were blackmailed and harassed by officials with
images from campus CCTV cameras the same year.

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/googles-privacy-push-draws-us-antitrust-scrutiny/article34100020.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/hackers-breach-cameras-at-banks-jails-tesla-and-more/article34034225.ece
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Following the gang rape last year on a highway with CCTVs, the Punjab Police launched a
mobile safety app that collects the user's personal information when she sends an alert to the
police during an emergency.

That includes access to phone contacts and media files - leaving women vulnerable to further
harassment, say privacy rights groups.

"Technological interventions that seek to increase surveillance of women in order to 'protect'
them often replicate familial and societal surveillance of women," said Shmyla Khan, director of
research and policy at the Digital Rights Foundation.

"Women cannot be expected to trade privacy for vague assurances of safety without proper
mechanisms, and transparency on the part of the government," she added.

The Punjab Police did not respond to a request for comment.

'Surveillance-centric project'

The Indian cities of Chennai, Hyderabad and Delhi are among the top 10 cities with the most
surveillance globally, according to virtual private network firm Surfshark.

Chennai, which topped the index with 657 CCTV cameras per sq km compared to Beijing at the
bottom with 278, is implementing the Safe City project by mapping high-crime areas and
tracking buses and taxis with CCTV networks and "smart" poles.

"The government did not want to just do more surveillance, but look at it more holistically to
address challenges women face at home, on their commute, at work and in public places," said
Arun Moral, a director at consulting firm Deloitte, which is advising the city on the project.

"There is a tech intervention for every challenge."

An audit of Delhi's Safe City project last year noted that the efficacy of cameras to prevent
crimes against women had not been studied. Only about 60% of CCTVs installed were
functional, and fewer than half were being monitored.

Also Read | At Dubai airport, travelers' eyes become their passports

The "heavily surveillance-centric project of Delhi Police needs to be reviewed," the audit said.

Yet there has been little progress on tackling violence against women with measures such as
education and increasing the numbers of female police officers, who make up less than 10% of
the force, according to official data.

"Authorities think technology alone can solve problems, and there is little scrutiny of the so-
called solutions because they are being sold on safety," said Jain at the Internet Freedom
Foundation.

"Authorities - even your own family - can cite safety as a justification for more surveillance
because safety is a bigger concern than privacy," she said.

Please enter a valid email address.

Data from research firm IDC showed Apple's shipments surged 22% to a record 90.1 million

https://www.thehindu.com/sci-tech/technology/travelers-eyes-become-their-passports-in-dubai/article34017116.ece
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phones in the quarter, giving it global market share of 23.4%.

A contest among Wyoming schoolchildren will decide the new supercomputer's name.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-13

DR HARSH VARDHAN WILL LAUNCH A NEW MISSION
CALLED `AAHAAR KRANTI’

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

The mission is aimed to spread the message of the need for a nutritionally balanced diet and to
understand the importance of accessible to all local fruits and vegetables.

Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and Global Indian Scientists’ and Technocrats’ Forum (GIST) have
come together to launch the mission with the motto of  -  (Uttam Aahaar Uttam Vichaar) or
`Good Diet-Good Cognition’.

The `Aahaar Kranti’ movement is designed to address the peculiar problem being faced by India
and the world called `hunger and diseases in abundance’. Studies estimate that India produces
as much as two times the amount of calories that it consumes. However, many in the country
are still malnourished. The root cause of this strange phenomenon is a lack of nutritional
awareness in all sections of our society.

There is a need for a nutritionally balanced diet also in the context of the current COVID-19
pandemic. A healthy body would be able to handle the infection much better with greater
immunity and higher resilience.

The United Nations has also declared 2021 as the International Year of Fruits and Vegetables,
which vibes very well with Aahaar Kranti. Fruits and vegetables make a large part of a balanced
diet. Further, UN sustainable goal # 3 that emphasizes on human well-being reads, “Ensure
healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.” This goal too makes Aahaar Kranti more
meaningful. Diet and well-being are inseparable partners.

India has the unique advantage of having the knowledge of Ayurveda. It is time to also apply this
rich knowledge of Ayurveda-based nutrition to practice. The movement will work on this too.

The movement proposes to address the current situation of hunger in abundance by working to
rouse the people to the values of India’s traditional diet, to the healing powers of local fruits and
vegetables, and to the miracles of a balanced diet.  It will renew the focus on nutritionally
balanced diets –     (Uttam evam santulit aahaar) replete in locally sourced fruits and vegetables.

The programme will focus on training teachers, who, in turn, will pass on the message to the
multitudes of students, and through them to their families and finally the society at large. Such a
strategy was adopted for the eradication of Polio and it turned out to be a grand success.

Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and Global Indian Scientists’ and Technocrats’ Forum have aimed to set
Aahaar Kranti as a model for the entire world to follow. India has remained the world leader or
Vishwaguru for ages, and in case of diet and nutrition, it has led to several path-breaking efforts
in terms of science, technology, and innovations. The new movement will add to that.

The mission will work on multiple dimensions simultaneously. In terms of objectives, it will seek
to promote better awareness, better nutrition and better agriculture; the messages will be
imparted through the curriculum in the form of `what’s and `why’s of nutrition, or through the
forms of games or as instructions such as `how to’; and the content will be provided both online
and offline and in all vernacular languages besides English and Hindi to reach out to as many as
possible.
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While Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and Global Indian Scientists’ and Technocrats’ Forum initiated the
programme, several other agencies have also joined hands and have agreed to pool in their
expertise and resources. Union Ministry of Science and Technology’s Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR)’s Pravasi Bharatiya Academic and Scientific Sampark (Prabhaas) is
collaborating, and various central and state government ministries and agencies are involved.
More organisations are in the pipeline to join the Mission as it proceeds.

Broadcast Platforms: Live streaming of Aahaar Kranti Launch Event will be available on the
following platforms:

§  India Science OTT Channel - www.indiascience.in

§  India Science YouTube channel

§  India Science Mobile App (Android, iOS, JioPhone)

We request you to kindly give wide publicity to the nation-wide programme through your
esteemed media organisation. Your contribution will be valuable in fulfilling its motto of Uttam
Aahaar Uttam Vichaar. 

Official website of Aahaar Kranti: www.aahaarkranti.org

 

****

RP (S&T)

The mission is aimed to spread the message of the need for a nutritionally balanced diet and to
understand the importance of accessible to all local fruits and vegetables.

Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and Global Indian Scientists’ and Technocrats’ Forum (GIST) have
come together to launch the mission with the motto of  -  (Uttam Aahaar Uttam Vichaar) or
`Good Diet-Good Cognition’.

The `Aahaar Kranti’ movement is designed to address the peculiar problem being faced by India
and the world called `hunger and diseases in abundance’. Studies estimate that India produces
as much as two times the amount of calories that it consumes. However, many in the country
are still malnourished. The root cause of this strange phenomenon is a lack of nutritional
awareness in all sections of our society.

There is a need for a nutritionally balanced diet also in the context of the current COVID-19
pandemic. A healthy body would be able to handle the infection much better with greater
immunity and higher resilience.

The United Nations has also declared 2021 as the International Year of Fruits and Vegetables,
which vibes very well with Aahaar Kranti. Fruits and vegetables make a large part of a balanced
diet. Further, UN sustainable goal # 3 that emphasizes on human well-being reads, “Ensure
healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages.” This goal too makes Aahaar Kranti more
meaningful. Diet and well-being are inseparable partners.

India has the unique advantage of having the knowledge of Ayurveda. It is time to also apply this
rich knowledge of Ayurveda-based nutrition to practice. The movement will work on this too.

http://www.aahaarkranti.org/
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The movement proposes to address the current situation of hunger in abundance by working to
rouse the people to the values of India’s traditional diet, to the healing powers of local fruits and
vegetables, and to the miracles of a balanced diet.  It will renew the focus on nutritionally
balanced diets –     (Uttam evam santulit aahaar) replete in locally sourced fruits and vegetables.

The programme will focus on training teachers, who, in turn, will pass on the message to the
multitudes of students, and through them to their families and finally the society at large. Such a
strategy was adopted for the eradication of Polio and it turned out to be a grand success.

Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and Global Indian Scientists’ and Technocrats’ Forum have aimed to set
Aahaar Kranti as a model for the entire world to follow. India has remained the world leader or
Vishwaguru for ages, and in case of diet and nutrition, it has led to several path-breaking efforts
in terms of science, technology, and innovations. The new movement will add to that.

The mission will work on multiple dimensions simultaneously. In terms of objectives, it will seek
to promote better awareness, better nutrition and better agriculture; the messages will be
imparted through the curriculum in the form of `what’s and `why’s of nutrition, or through the
forms of games or as instructions such as `how to’; and the content will be provided both online
and offline and in all vernacular languages besides English and Hindi to reach out to as many as
possible.

While Vijnana Bharati (Vibha) and Global Indian Scientists’ and Technocrats’ Forum initiated the
programme, several other agencies have also joined hands and have agreed to pool in their
expertise and resources. Union Ministry of Science and Technology’s Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research (CSIR)’s Pravasi Bharatiya Academic and Scientific Sampark (Prabhaas) is
collaborating, and various central and state government ministries and agencies are involved.
More organisations are in the pipeline to join the Mission as it proceeds.

Broadcast Platforms: Live streaming of Aahaar Kranti Launch Event will be available on the
following platforms:

§  India Science OTT Channel - www.indiascience.in

§  India Science YouTube channel

§  India Science Mobile App (Android, iOS, JioPhone)

We request you to kindly give wide publicity to the nation-wide programme through your
esteemed media organisation. Your contribution will be valuable in fulfilling its motto of Uttam
Aahaar Uttam Vichaar. 

Official website of Aahaar Kranti: www.aahaarkranti.org

 

****

RP (S&T)
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-13

VICE PRESIDENT CALLS FOR ENDING EVERY FORM
OF GENDER DISCRIMINATION IN THE SOCIETY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today called for ending every form of
gender discrimination in the society and to ensure equal rights to women in every field of activity.

Releasing a Commemorative Postage Stamp in memory of the former chief of the Brahma
Kumaris, Rajyogini Dadi Janki in New Delhi today, the Vice President praised the Brahma
Kumaris for being a women led organisation. He said that this worldwide movement has been an
exemplary champion of empowerment and independence of women, demonstrating the fact that
spiritual attainments transcend gender-based distinction.

Referring to Gargi and Maitreyi - two renowned women scholars of Vedic times, Shri Naidu said
that India has a rich history of women leaders in every field. Mentioning that the divine feminine
was worshipped in the form of ‘Shakti’ in ancient India, he called for reversing the decline in the
values as reflected in widespread discrimination against women in society.

Recalling his meeting with the revered Dadi Janki at Shantivan campus of the Brahma Kumaris
in 2019, the Vice President termed her as one of the foremost spiritual leaders of contemporary
times. Calling Dadi an embodiment of calm and composure, he said that till the very end, she
always practiced what she preached. “The Brahma Kumaris spread across the world are a living
example of the values and principles epitomized by Dadi’s life”, he added.

Urging the people to draw inspiration from Dadiji’s life which was devoted to God and to selfless
service of humanity, the Vice President said that the world needs more healing voices like her.
“Her teachings centred on Raja Yoga, her virtues of kindness, ‘sewa’ and simplicity are indeed
worthy of emulation by all”, he said and called for fighting social evils like gender discrimination,
casteism and communalism to build a better India where everyone has equal opportunities and
lives in complete harmony with others. He also said that Indian civilisational values of ‘share and
care’ and ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ are the pathway to lasting world peace.

Stressing that spirituality is the basis of all religions, Shri Naidu said that only spiritual knowledge
can ensure true peace, unity and harmony in the world. Observing that today's individualistic
lifestyle has increased the possibility of conflict with one’s social or natural environment, the Vice
President said that spirituality unites an individual with his social and natural environment. When
such harmony exists, one can contribute positively to society and the world, he said.

Shri Naidu expressed his satisfaction that the organizations like Brahma Kumaris are helping
people by clearing their doubts/questions in easy and simple language, thus bringing peace and
harmony in their lives.

Exhorting people to follow Dadi Janki's philosophy of taking joy in serving others, Shri Naidu
urged everyone to help and support the needy during this ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

He said that it is a befitting tribute that the Government is releasing a postage stamp to mark the
first anniversary of an extraordinary spiritual teacher.

The event was attended by the Union Minister, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, former Director of
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CBI, Shri DR Kaarthikeyan, Brahma Kumari Sister Asha, Bhrahma Kumari Sister Shivani, Shri
Mruthunjaya and others. Members of Brahma Kumari from across the world also joined the
event virtually.

Following is the full text of the speech –

“                                 

Dadi Janki who left us a year ago at the age of 104, was one of the foremost spiritual leaders of
contemporary times. I had the good fortune of meeting the revered Dadi, as also being blessed
by her on my visit to the Shantivan campus of the Brahma Kumaris in 2019. It is a befitting
tribute that the Ministry of Communications, Government of India is releasing this postage stamp
to mark the first anniversary of an extraordinary spiritual teacher.

We should draw inspiration from Dadiji’s life which was devoted to God and to selfless service of
humanity. The world needs more healing voices like DadiJanki who, cutting through the dogmas
and rituals of all religions, firmly believed in the essence of ‘One God’. Her teachings centred on
Raja Yoga, her virtues of kindness, ‘sewa’ and simplicity and compassion are indeed worthy of
emulation by all. Everyone should take a cue from DadiJanki and following in her footsteps,fight
social evils like gender discrimination, casteism and communalism to build a better India where
everyone has equal opportunities and lives in complete harmony with others.

Whenever one met Dadiji, one felt peace radiating from her ever-smiling and peaceful face. She
was an embodiment of calm and composure, who till the very end, always practiced what she
preached. The Brahma Kumaris spread across the world are a living example of the values and
principles epitomized by Dadi’s life.What makes Brahma Kumaris so special is that the 
organisation is led by women, demonstrating the fact that  spiritual attainments transcend
gender-based distinction. This worldwide movement has been an exemplary champion of
empowerment and independence of women.

Sisters and brothers,

It is worth recalling that India has a rich history of women leaders in every field. In Vedic times,
we had renowned philosophers like Gargi and Maitreyi whose fame travelled far and wide on
account of their mastery over complex metaphysical issues. We must remember that in ancient
India the divine feminine was worshipped in the form of ‘Shakti’. Over centuries, there has been
a decline in our values as reflected in widespread discrimination against  women in  society. This
needs to change. Society needs to be educated on equal rights to women in every field of
activity, not merely in letter, but in spirit, as well.

The Government has initiated a host of programs to ensure equal opportunities to the girl child.
These include Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao and Sukanya Samridhi Yojana, among others.

 Dear friends,

Spirituality is the basis of all religions and the same spiritual thread binds them together. People
need to understand that only spiritual knowledge can ensure true peace, unity and harmony in
the world.  Indian civilisational values of ‘share and care’ and ‘VasudhaivaKutumbakam’ (the
world is one family) are the pathway to lasting world peace.

        ,         ,                                                

    ,             
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DadiJanki's philosophy of taking joy in serving others is the mantra for a happy and satisfying
life. Currently, the whole world is going through a global health crisis and multiple attendant
problems in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. I would request everyone to help and support
the needy and alleviate their suffering during this critical phase of our lives.

         ,        (5)      ,       

Thank you.

Jai Hindi!”

*****

MS/DP

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu today called for ending every form of
gender discrimination in the society and to ensure equal rights to women in every field of activity.

Releasing a Commemorative Postage Stamp in memory of the former chief of the Brahma
Kumaris, Rajyogini Dadi Janki in New Delhi today, the Vice President praised the Brahma
Kumaris for being a women led organisation. He said that this worldwide movement has been an
exemplary champion of empowerment and independence of women, demonstrating the fact that
spiritual attainments transcend gender-based distinction.

Referring to Gargi and Maitreyi - two renowned women scholars of Vedic times, Shri Naidu said
that India has a rich history of women leaders in every field. Mentioning that the divine feminine
was worshipped in the form of ‘Shakti’ in ancient India, he called for reversing the decline in the
values as reflected in widespread discrimination against women in society.

Recalling his meeting with the revered Dadi Janki at Shantivan campus of the Brahma Kumaris
in 2019, the Vice President termed her as one of the foremost spiritual leaders of contemporary
times. Calling Dadi an embodiment of calm and composure, he said that till the very end, she
always practiced what she preached. “The Brahma Kumaris spread across the world are a living
example of the values and principles epitomized by Dadi’s life”, he added.

Urging the people to draw inspiration from Dadiji’s life which was devoted to God and to selfless
service of humanity, the Vice President said that the world needs more healing voices like her.
“Her teachings centred on Raja Yoga, her virtues of kindness, ‘sewa’ and simplicity are indeed
worthy of emulation by all”, he said and called for fighting social evils like gender discrimination,
casteism and communalism to build a better India where everyone has equal opportunities and
lives in complete harmony with others. He also said that Indian civilisational values of ‘share and
care’ and ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ are the pathway to lasting world peace.

Stressing that spirituality is the basis of all religions, Shri Naidu said that only spiritual knowledge
can ensure true peace, unity and harmony in the world. Observing that today's individualistic
lifestyle has increased the possibility of conflict with one’s social or natural environment, the Vice
President said that spirituality unites an individual with his social and natural environment. When
such harmony exists, one can contribute positively to society and the world, he said.
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Shri Naidu expressed his satisfaction that the organizations like Brahma Kumaris are helping
people by clearing their doubts/questions in easy and simple language, thus bringing peace and
harmony in their lives.

Exhorting people to follow Dadi Janki's philosophy of taking joy in serving others, Shri Naidu
urged everyone to help and support the needy during this ongoing Covid-19 pandemic.

He said that it is a befitting tribute that the Government is releasing a postage stamp to mark the
first anniversary of an extraordinary spiritual teacher.

The event was attended by the Union Minister, Shri Ravi Shankar Prasad, former Director of
CBI, Shri DR Kaarthikeyan, Brahma Kumari Sister Asha, Bhrahma Kumari Sister Shivani, Shri
Mruthunjaya and others. Members of Brahma Kumari from across the world also joined the
event virtually.

Following is the full text of the speech –

“                                 

Dadi Janki who left us a year ago at the age of 104, was one of the foremost spiritual leaders of
contemporary times. I had the good fortune of meeting the revered Dadi, as also being blessed
by her on my visit to the Shantivan campus of the Brahma Kumaris in 2019. It is a befitting
tribute that the Ministry of Communications, Government of India is releasing this postage stamp
to mark the first anniversary of an extraordinary spiritual teacher.

We should draw inspiration from Dadiji’s life which was devoted to God and to selfless service of
humanity. The world needs more healing voices like DadiJanki who, cutting through the dogmas
and rituals of all religions, firmly believed in the essence of ‘One God’. Her teachings centred on
Raja Yoga, her virtues of kindness, ‘sewa’ and simplicity and compassion are indeed worthy of
emulation by all. Everyone should take a cue from DadiJanki and following in her footsteps,fight
social evils like gender discrimination, casteism and communalism to build a better India where
everyone has equal opportunities and lives in complete harmony with others.

Whenever one met Dadiji, one felt peace radiating from her ever-smiling and peaceful face. She
was an embodiment of calm and composure, who till the very end, always practiced what she
preached. The Brahma Kumaris spread across the world are a living example of the values and
principles epitomized by Dadi’s life.What makes Brahma Kumaris so special is that the 
organisation is led by women, demonstrating the fact that  spiritual attainments transcend
gender-based distinction. This worldwide movement has been an exemplary champion of
empowerment and independence of women.

Sisters and brothers,

It is worth recalling that India has a rich history of women leaders in every field. In Vedic times,
we had renowned philosophers like Gargi and Maitreyi whose fame travelled far and wide on
account of their mastery over complex metaphysical issues. We must remember that in ancient
India the divine feminine was worshipped in the form of ‘Shakti’. Over centuries, there has been
a decline in our values as reflected in widespread discrimination against  women in  society. This
needs to change. Society needs to be educated on equal rights to women in every field of
activity, not merely in letter, but in spirit, as well.

The Government has initiated a host of programs to ensure equal opportunities to the girl child.
These include Beti Bachao-Beti Padhao and Sukanya Samridhi Yojana, among others.
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 Dear friends,

Spirituality is the basis of all religions and the same spiritual thread binds them together. People
need to understand that only spiritual knowledge can ensure true peace, unity and harmony in
the world.  Indian civilisational values of ‘share and care’ and ‘VasudhaivaKutumbakam’ (the
world is one family) are the pathway to lasting world peace.

        ,         ,                                                

    ,             

                                                    

                           

DadiJanki's philosophy of taking joy in serving others is the mantra for a happy and satisfying
life. Currently, the whole world is going through a global health crisis and multiple attendant
problems in the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. I would request everyone to help and support
the needy and alleviate their suffering during this critical phase of our lives.

         ,        (5)      ,       

Thank you.

Jai Hindi!”

*****

MS/DP

END
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-14

A SMALL STEP: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON MEDICAL
TERMINATION OF PREGNANCY LAW AMENDMENTS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Emancipation is seldom a linear progression to the finish; the hurdles are many, some
entrenched in the mind. The passing of amendments to the Medical Termination of Pregnancy
(MTP) Act in India recently is a step forward in recognising the rights of women, but is no giant
leap. It does push the envelope way past how far the now antediluvian MTP Act of 1971 went,
primarily by allowing the termination of pregnancy beyond 24 weeks if there are foetal
anomalies. However, it also sets the decision on the shoulders of a medical board formed by
State governments for this specific purpose. The amended Act also allows the termination of
pregnancy until 20 weeks based on the opinion of one qualified doctor, an improvement from the
consensus between the two doctors clause that was previously required. As per the
amendment, unmarried women can also terminate their pregnancy, and by replacing the word
‘husband’ with the word ‘partner’, it, for the first time, takes the dialogue outside the confines of
marital relationships that it was trapped in, legally. In a country where statistics put the number
of unsafe and illegal abortions done every year at about 800,000, any extension of legal and
safe provisions for termination of pregnancy is clearly welcome. Admittedly, in India where sex-
selective abortions are performed, the state needs to keep a watchful eye on anything that might
allow the sex ratio to nosedive further.

But this law stops short of reimagining an issue at the heart of any debate on abortions — a
woman’s agency over reproduction. The key dramatis personae in a decision to keep or abort a
foetus are essentially the woman and her gynaecologist; instead, the law envisages the decision
to be made by a board of specialists if an abortion is required after 24 weeks. Among the
reasons why the amendments were pushed was the laborious process a woman had to undergo
in order to get an abortion, sometimes resolved by courts, but often frustrating and leading them
to seek solutions surreptitiously, risking their life. This is retrograde, even positioned against a
global trend — the laws in over 60 countries allow women to get an abortion on request at any
point in the gestation. While old laws sought to protect the life of a woman on the grounds that
medical procedures would be unsafe for the mother after a certain gestational limit — usually 12
weeks — medical capability is no longer a limit. Experts swear medical technology has
advanced sufficiently to allow safe abortions in secure health-care settings at very advanced
stages of the pregnancy too. The amended Act, then, scarcely recognises women’s agency at
the centre of it all, and until it does so, through a fundamental change in mindset, measures
such as these will count as but small progress on a jagged line.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-14

NITI AAYOG LAUNCHES‘POSHAN GYAN’, A DIGITAL
REPOSITORY ON NUTRITION INFORMATION

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

NITI Aayog, in partnership with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Centre for Social and
Behaviour Change, Ashoka University, today launched Poshan Gyan, a national digital
repository on health and nutrition.

The launch event was addressed by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar, CEO
MrAmitabh Kant, Secretary (WCD) MrRam Mohan Mishra and Additional Secretary Dr Rakesh
Sarwal.

While launching the website, Dr Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITIAayog, said the creation of
Poshan Gyan was a landmark moment. “Real change can be brought about only
throughchanging behaviours on the ground. High malnutrition persists despite India being a
food-surplus nation, which points towards a clear need for behavioural change. With this context
in mind, Poshan Gyan is an extremely important initiative, and can help make nutrition a Jan
Andolan, as envisioned by our Hon’ble Prime Minister,” he said.

MrAmitabh Kant, Chief ExecutiveOfficer, NITI Aayog, spoke about the primacy of the challenge
of nutrition in India. “This should be solved by targeting those especially vulnerable, such as
pregnant women, lactating mothers and children below the age of 6 years, through the
application of behavioural insights. Furthermore, this strategy can be applied to influence
behaviours on breastfeeding, immunization, and many others. The Poshan Gyan platform can
have a massive impact towards achieving that objective, through creating positive change in
human behaviour,” he added.

Mr Ram Mohan Mishra, Secretary, MoWCD, lauded the establishment of the Poshan Gyan
portal, stating that knowledge is most useful when it aids in the betterment of society. The
crowdsourcing feature of the site, he said, “can be used to disseminate nationwide solutions that
have proved successful in local contexts, such as the use of a traditional grape-based
concoction that was recently found to be efficacious in combating anaemia in Tamil Nadu”.

Under the guidance of Dr RakeshSarwal, the Poshan Gyan repository was conceptualized as a
resource, enabling search of communication materials on 14 thematic areas of health and
nutrition across diverse languages, media types, target audiences and sources. Content for the
repository was sourced from the Ministries of Health and Family Welfare and Women and Child
Development and developmental organizations. The website provides an intuitive interface
(multi-parametric search, multiple downloads at a point in time, easy sharing of materials via
social media and easy viewing on any type of smartphone).
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The repository introduces a unique crowdsourcing feature that allows anyone to submit
communication material for inclusion on the website, followed by a review by a designated
committee. The portal highlights the “Theme of the Month” (in line with MoHFWandMoWCD
guidelines to promote key topics) and the “Most Downloaded Media” (as a way to learn about
the materials that are most preferred by audiences). It also provides links to other important
sites and resources, such as the webpages of MoHFW, MoWCD, NITI Aayog, AnemiaMukt
Bharat, EatRightIndia and others.

Several Central ministries—MoWCD, MoHFW, Drinking Water and Sanitation, Panchayati Raj,
Rural Development and Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution—multilateral agencies,
such as UNICEF, and other key stakeholders such as FSSAI, National Institute for Nutrition,
ICMR, NIRDPR, NIPCCD, F&B participated in the launch event. It was also attended by
representatives of development partners such as BMGF, BBC Media Action, Jeevika, and Alive
and Thrive.

The website can be accessed here: https://poshangyan.niti.gov.in/

***
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NITI Aayog, in partnership with Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and Centre for Social and
Behaviour Change, Ashoka University, today launched Poshan Gyan, a national digital
repository on health and nutrition.

The launch event was addressed by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar, CEO
MrAmitabh Kant, Secretary (WCD) MrRam Mohan Mishra and Additional Secretary Dr Rakesh
Sarwal.

While launching the website, Dr Rajiv Kumar, Vice Chairman, NITIAayog, said the creation of
Poshan Gyan was a landmark moment. “Real change can be brought about only
throughchanging behaviours on the ground. High malnutrition persists despite India being a
food-surplus nation, which points towards a clear need for behavioural change. With this context
in mind, Poshan Gyan is an extremely important initiative, and can help make nutrition a Jan
Andolan, as envisioned by our Hon’ble Prime Minister,” he said.

MrAmitabh Kant, Chief ExecutiveOfficer, NITI Aayog, spoke about the primacy of the challenge
of nutrition in India. “This should be solved by targeting those especially vulnerable, such as
pregnant women, lactating mothers and children below the age of 6 years, through the
application of behavioural insights. Furthermore, this strategy can be applied to influence
behaviours on breastfeeding, immunization, and many others. The Poshan Gyan platform can
have a massive impact towards achieving that objective, through creating positive change in
human behaviour,” he added.

Mr Ram Mohan Mishra, Secretary, MoWCD, lauded the establishment of the Poshan Gyan
portal, stating that knowledge is most useful when it aids in the betterment of society. The
crowdsourcing feature of the site, he said, “can be used to disseminate nationwide solutions that
have proved successful in local contexts, such as the use of a traditional grape-based
concoction that was recently found to be efficacious in combating anaemia in Tamil Nadu”.

Under the guidance of Dr RakeshSarwal, the Poshan Gyan repository was conceptualized as a
resource, enabling search of communication materials on 14 thematic areas of health and
nutrition across diverse languages, media types, target audiences and sources. Content for the
repository was sourced from the Ministries of Health and Family Welfare and Women and Child
Development and developmental organizations. The website provides an intuitive interface
(multi-parametric search, multiple downloads at a point in time, easy sharing of materials via
social media and easy viewing on any type of smartphone).
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The repository introduces a unique crowdsourcing feature that allows anyone to submit
communication material for inclusion on the website, followed by a review by a designated
committee. The portal highlights the “Theme of the Month” (in line with MoHFWandMoWCD
guidelines to promote key topics) and the “Most Downloaded Media” (as a way to learn about
the materials that are most preferred by audiences). It also provides links to other important
sites and resources, such as the webpages of MoHFW, MoWCD, NITI Aayog, AnemiaMukt
Bharat, EatRightIndia and others.

Several Central ministries—MoWCD, MoHFW, Drinking Water and Sanitation, Panchayati Raj,
Rural Development and Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution—multilateral agencies,
such as UNICEF, and other key stakeholders such as FSSAI, National Institute for Nutrition,
ICMR, NIRDPR, NIPCCD, F&B participated in the launch event. It was also attended by
representatives of development partners such as BMGF, BBC Media Action, Jeevika, and Alive
and Thrive.

The website can be accessed here: https://poshangyan.niti.gov.in/

***
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-15

INSTITUTIONS, CASTE AND THE VITAL COG OF TRUST
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of STs, SCs, and OBCs - Schemes & their

Performance, Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Trust impacts income and growth through markets and public institutions. There is a positive
relationship between trust and the development of financial markets. Operation of these markets
is contingent on trustworthiness of debtors, as legal methods of recovery of dues are fraught
with delays and heavy expenses. Turning to labour markets, higher trust manifests in ‘higher
levels of cooperative relations between labour and management and higher levels of
unionisation. In fact, firms that have unions representing their employees are better able to
adapt to new management methods, and show better productivity. Evidence suggests a strong
positive correlation between trust and the quality of the legal system. There is a similar
correlation between trust and the quality of governance’.

Here, our focus is on whether trust in institutions such as state government, judiciary and police
varies by caste. We rely on the India Human Development Survey 2015 (IHDS).

Also read | India by the numbers: Change on the margins

A unique feature of the 2005 and 2012 rounds of the IHDS is that they ask a question on trust.
Trust in public institutions is measured in terms of levels of confidence: a great deal of
confidence, only some confidence and hardly any confidence.

Caste hierarchy reflects socio-economic status. Brahmins are at the top, followed by High
Castes, Other Backward Classes/OBCs, and then the deprived including Scheduled Castes/SCs
and Scheduled Tribes/STs. The residual category of Others is mixed but akin to High Castes.
Hence, General combines Brahmins, High Castes and Others, while other castes are as stated.
Although affirmative action (e.g., quotas for SCs, STs and OBCs in education and public sector
employment) has benefited these groups, segments of SCs and STs are still among the most
deprived and vulnerable to poverty.

A vast majority of households surveyed lacked confidence in State governments in 2012. There
is a sharp reversal in the case of the judiciary. A large majority reported a great deal of
confidence, a moderate proportion had only some confidence and an extremely small proportion
had hardly any confidence. Yet another contrast emerged in the case of the police. A low
proportion had a great deal of confidence in it, a majority had only some confidence and a more
than moderate proportion had hardly any confidence. Thus among these institutions, the most
trusted was the judiciary, followed by State governments and then police.

To avoid circularity, trust in institutions is for 2012 and the caste hierarchy is for 2005. In the
composite caste category, General, the highest proportion (under half) had only some
confidence, under 30% had a great deal of confidence while about a quarter had hardly any
confidence. A high proportion of OBCs also reported a great deal of confidence, a much higher
proportion displayed a great deal of confidence and a much lower proportion had hardly any
confidence. In sharp contrast, among SCs, the highest proportion (under 45%) displayed a great
deal of confidence, a smaller proportion had only some confidence, and a much smaller
proportion with hardly any confidence. STs, however, display a pattern not dissimilar to OBCs.

An important issue is why do SCs display so much confidence in State governments? One
reason is quotas. Another is a conjecture. While those higher-up in the socio-economic
hierarchy are likely to have other options (stemming from relative affluence), SCs are largely

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/blogs/blog-datadelve/article5867370.ece
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reliant on state munificence. STs, in contrast, while also dependent on quotas, are so isolated
that they have limited experience of social safety nets.

In striking contrast to trust in State governments, trust in the judiciary is highly pervasive with a
slight variation across castes. For each caste, a large majority displayed a great deal of
confidence, with nearly three-fourths of STs reporting a great deal of confidence. The proportion
of those with hardly any confidence was extremely low, ranging between 5% and 7%. These
findings are indeed surprising given the judicial overload of cases and prolonged delays.

Yet another striking contrast emerged for the police as a law enforcement agency. A great deal
of confidence varied within a narrow range of 13%-18%, with the lowest among STs. Over 30%
displayed hardly any confidence, with the highest among SCs and STs. This is not surprising
given rampant corruption and discrimination against lower castes.

One component of trust is shaped by beliefs inherited from earlier generations, and another by a
contemporaneous environment. Trust in these institutions rose between 2005 and 2012.
However, recent accounts indicate a sharp erosion of trust, presumably because of State
government policies that are far from inclusive, judicial verdicts that do not conform to high
standards of autonomy and fairness, and police actions that violate rights of citizens, and are
often brutal. While inculcation of initial beliefs is bound to be slow, transition to a policy
environment that is inclusive and transparent is daunting too but growing awareness among the
citizens is likely to facilitate it.

Veena S. Kulkarni is Associate Professor in Sociology, Arkansas State University, U.S. Raghav
Gaiha is (Hon.) Professorial Research Fellow, Global Development Institute, University of
Manchester, England and Research Affiliate, Population Aging Research Centre, University of
Pennsylvania, U.S. Contributions by Vani S. Kulkarni, Lecturer in Sociology, University of
Pennsylvania
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IT’S TIME TO ENACT A SIRAS ACT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Minorities Incl. Linguistic Minorities - Schemes

& their performance; Mechanisms, Laws, Institutions & Bodies

Ramchandra Siras. File   | Photo Credit: Photo: Shiv Kumar Pushpakar

A law to accord an ex post facto pardon to those who were convicted under Section 377 of the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) would do poetic justice to the LGBTQ+ community and Professor
Ramchandra Siras. What happened to Siras is a perfect example of the persecution faced by
the LGBTQ+ community in India. He was a Professor and head of the Department of Modern
Indian Languages at Aligarh Muslim University. On a winter night in 2010, two men trespassed
into Siras’ house and caught him having consensual sex with another man. Siras was
suspended by AMU for “gross misconduct”. Hansal Mehta’s critically acclaimed biopic, Aligarh
(2015), portrayed the social ostracism and mental trauma suffered by Siras. Even though he
won his case against the university in the Allahabad High Court and got his job back, Siras died
a mysterious death on April 7, 2010.

From Oscar Wilde to Alan Turing, many well-known as well as unknown people were haunted by
anti-LGBTQ+ laws, and many jurisdictions repented later. A memorial in honour of the gay and
lesbian victims of National Socialism stands in the city of Cologne in Germany today. The U.K.
passed the Alan Turing law in 2017, which grants amnesty and pardon to those convicted of
consensual same-sex relationships. The law is named after Alan Turing, the computer scientist
who was instrumental in cracking intercepted coded messages during World War II and was
convicted of gross indecency in 1952. The Alan Turing law provides not only a posthumous
pardon but also an automatic formal pardon for living people.

Also read | Section 377 and Aligarh Muslim University's Shrinivas Siras: Eight years later

R. Raj Rao, in Criminal Love?: Queer Theory, Culture and Politics in India (2017), says
homosexuality has always been looked upon with disfavour by three agencies universal to
mankind: religion, law and medicine. Among them, the law committed the “most unkindest cut of
all”. From 1862, when Section 377 of the IPC came into effect, until September 6, 2018, when
the Supreme Court of India ruled that the application of Section 377 of the IPC to consensual
homosexual behaviour between adults was “unconstitutional, irrational, indefensible and
manifestly arbitrary”, the LGBTQ+ community was treated as a criminal tribe in India.

The Delhi High Court’s verdict in Naz Foundation v. Govt. of NCT of Delhi (2009) resulted in the
decriminalisation of homosexual acts involving consenting adults. The Court held that Section
377 offended the guarantee of equality enshrined in Article 14 of the Constitution, because it
creates an unreasonable classification and targets homosexuals as a class. Justice A.P. Shah
observed in the judgment that discrimination is the antithesis of equality and that it is the
recognition of equality which will foster the dignity of every individual.

“Specifically, Naz Foundation understood that in promising non-discrimination and equal
treatment before the law, the Constitution spoke to a past — and a present — where certain
personal characteristics had become the sites of structural and systemic exclusion,
marginalisation, disadvantage, and indignity. The jurisprudence of Naz Foundation was an
attempt to fulfil the constitutional purpose of redressing this reality,” writes Gautam Bhatia in The
Transformative Constitution: A Radical Biography in Nine Acts (2019). In a retrograde step, the
Supreme Court, in Suresh Kumar Koushal vs. Naz Foundation (2013), reinstated Section 377 in
the IPC. Fortunately India witnessed the resurrection of Naz Foundation through the apex

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Photo-Shiv-Kumar-Pushpakar/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-section-377-and-why-does-it-matter/article24483691.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/what-is-section-377-and-why-does-it-matter/article24483691.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/entertainment/aligarh-an-autumn-of-loneliness/article8282914.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Mystery-shrouds-death-of-AMU-professor/article16364777.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/Mystery-shrouds-death-of-AMU-professor/article16364777.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/eight-years-later/article24929248.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-de-criminalises-homosexuality-says-history-owes-lgbtq-community-an-apology/article24881549.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/sc-de-criminalises-homosexuality-says-history-owes-lgbtq-community-an-apology/article24881549.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-sets-aside-delhi-hc-verdict-decriminalising-gay-sex/article5446939.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/supreme-court-sets-aside-delhi-hc-verdict-decriminalising-gay-sex/article5446939.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/resources/full-text-of-supreme-courts-verdict-on-section-377-on-september-6-2018/article24880713.ece
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court’s judgment in Navtej Singh Johar & Ors. v. Union of India (2018).

Also read | Two years since Article 377 annulment, LGBTQ community still battling prejudice

The spirit of Navtej Singh Johar should be pushed further. To make amends for the excesses
committed against the LGBTQ+ community in the past and present, the Indian state should
enact a ‘Siras Act’ on the lines of the Alan Turing law. Ex post facto pardon may be a novel
concept in India, but it would do justice, even though delayed, to the prisoners of sexual
conscience and Siras.

Faisal C.K. is an independent researcher
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COMMUNITY MENTAL-HEALTH DIGITAL PLATFORM
MANAS LAUNCHED BY THE PRINCIPAL SCIENTIFIC
ADVISER

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India Prof. K VijayRaghavan virtually
launched the “MANAS” App to promote wellbeing across age groups. MANAS which stands for
Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation System was endorsed as a national program by the
Prime Minister’s Science, Technology, and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC).

MANAS is a comprehensive, scalable, and national digital wellbeing platform and an app  
developed to augment mental well-being of Indian citizens. MANAS   App integrates the health
and wellness efforts of various government ministries, scientifically validated indigenous tools
with gamified interfaces developed/researched by various national bodies and research
institutions.

MANAS was initiated by the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India.
It was jointly executed by NIMHANS Bengaluru, AFMC Pune and C-DAC Bengaluru.

Launching the app Prof. K. VijayRaghavan, Principal Scientific Adviser to the Govt. of India,
laid down future directions for the app development and said, “The app must be integrated with
the public health schemes like the National Health Mission, Poshan Abhiyan, e-Sanjeevani and
others so that it is used widely. Besides, the application must be made multi-lingual.”

Dr. Ketaki Bapat, Scientist F, who conceptualized and led the execution of the mission
said in her welcome address, “With a motto of Uttam Mann, Saksham Jan, MANAS as an
initiative is intended to build a healthier and happier community, to empower it to nurture
its innate potential for building a Swasth and Aatmanirbhar Bharat as envisioned by our
Hon’ble PM”

Lieutenant General (Dr) Madhuri Kanitkar, Member PM-STIAC, gave an overview of
MANAS. She highlighted that MANAS is based on life skills and core psychological
process, with universal accessibility, delivering age-appropriate methods and promoting
positive attitude focusing on wellness. Catering to the overall wellbeing of people of all
age groups, the initial version of MANAS focuses on promoting positive mental health in
the age group of 15-35 years.

Appreciating the efforts, Dr.Rajendra Kumar, Additional Secretary MEITY, said that developing
apps to cater mental well-being of citizens on scalable, secure and digital platforms is the need
of the hour.  MEITY has also supported Aarogya Setu and CoWin portal and would be happy to
support MANAS further catering to the well-being needs of all age groups.

 Dr. S. D. Sudarsan, ED, CDAC, expressed that such apps would increase the quality life of the
citizens and would impact the national development in coming years.  He thanked all the
dignitaries and PSA for his valuable suggestions.
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The Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India Prof. K VijayRaghavan virtually
launched the “MANAS” App to promote wellbeing across age groups. MANAS which stands for
Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation System was endorsed as a national program by the
Prime Minister’s Science, Technology, and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC).

MANAS is a comprehensive, scalable, and national digital wellbeing platform and an app  
developed to augment mental well-being of Indian citizens. MANAS   App integrates the health
and wellness efforts of various government ministries, scientifically validated indigenous tools
with gamified interfaces developed/researched by various national bodies and research
institutions.

MANAS was initiated by the Office of the Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government of India.
It was jointly executed by NIMHANS Bengaluru, AFMC Pune and C-DAC Bengaluru.

Launching the app Prof. K. VijayRaghavan, Principal Scientific Adviser to the Govt. of India,
laid down future directions for the app development and said, “The app must be integrated with
the public health schemes like the National Health Mission, Poshan Abhiyan, e-Sanjeevani and
others so that it is used widely. Besides, the application must be made multi-lingual.”

Dr. Ketaki Bapat, Scientist F, who conceptualized and led the execution of the mission
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said in her welcome address, “With a motto of Uttam Mann, Saksham Jan, MANAS as an
initiative is intended to build a healthier and happier community, to empower it to nurture
its innate potential for building a Swasth and Aatmanirbhar Bharat as envisioned by our
Hon’ble PM”

Lieutenant General (Dr) Madhuri Kanitkar, Member PM-STIAC, gave an overview of
MANAS. She highlighted that MANAS is based on life skills and core psychological
process, with universal accessibility, delivering age-appropriate methods and promoting
positive attitude focusing on wellness. Catering to the overall wellbeing of people of all
age groups, the initial version of MANAS focuses on promoting positive mental health in
the age group of 15-35 years.

Appreciating the efforts, Dr.Rajendra Kumar, Additional Secretary MEITY, said that developing
apps to cater mental well-being of citizens on scalable, secure and digital platforms is the need
of the hour.  MEITY has also supported Aarogya Setu and CoWin portal and would be happy to
support MANAS further catering to the well-being needs of all age groups.

 Dr. S. D. Sudarsan, ED, CDAC, expressed that such apps would increase the quality life of the
citizens and would impact the national development in coming years.  He thanked all the
dignitaries and PSA for his valuable suggestions.
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SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL CHAIRS THE FIRST MEETING OF
NATIONAL STARTUP ADVISORY COUNCIL;

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Minister of Railways, Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs and Food & Public Distribution
Shri Piyush Goyal today chaired the first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council(NSAC).
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) had constituted the National
Startup Advisory Council to advise the Government on measures needed to build a strong
ecosystem for nurturing innovation and startups in the country to drive sustainable economic
growth and generate large scale employment opportunities. Besides the ex-officio members, the
council has a number of non-official members, representing various stakeholders such as
founders of successful startups, veterans who have grown and scaled companies in India,
persons capable of representing interest of investors into startups, persons capable of
representing interests of incubators and accelerators, representatives of associations of
stakeholders of startups and representatives of industry associations.

In his inaugural address, Shri Goyal said that this council shall act as the guiding light for many
budding startup entrepreneurs in India. He said that this is the first time in our nation’s history
where such a high-powered team of people from the private sector and the Government have
come together, so that ‘You take your own policy decisions’.

Appreciating the work done by the startups in all sectors, for finding innovative solutions to
various problems, Shri Goyal said that India is hub of innovation & out-of-the-box thinking. He
said that Startup movement has stirred entrepreneurial spirit in last 5 years. “We have witnessed
tremendous efforts by stakeholders right from national to block levels towards the realization of
our Hon’ble PM’s ‘Startup India’ vision'".

Describing the Startups as the New Champions of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, Shri Goyal said that we
have the potential to become World’s largest and most innovative startup ecosystem. He said
that the Government has and will always be a supportive partner in charting progress of Indian
Startup ecosystem. Calling for making “Startup India” a symbol of national partnership and
national consciousness, the Minister stressed on the need to sow the seeds of entrepreneurship
at school level to encourage students to innovate. He also called upon the successful
entrepreneurs to take initiative to share their knowledge, experience, ideas and mentor students
and youth. He said that there are innovative ideas with people in rural India, and Tier II and Tier
III towns, waiting to be harnessed.

The Minister said that it is our collective responsibility to realise the objectives of ‘Startup India:
The Way Ahead’, which was launched by the Prime Minister in January this year. He said that
this will help India reach a stage, where countries around the world would look to model their
own startup ecosystems based on India’s achievements and will take ‘StartUp India’ to the
Global Stage.

The minister said that the Government is ready to act as an ‘Enabler rather than Regulator’. He
said that collectively, we have to maximise our efforts to minimise the problems & make sure
that India’s cost-effective solutions are made available to serve the needs of the poorest.

During the meeting, the participants gave many meaningful insights into the startup ecosystem,
and gave ideas and suggestions as to how this can be strengthened further through various 
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Minister of Railways, Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs and Food & Public Distribution
Shri Piyush Goyal today chaired the first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council(NSAC).
Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) had constituted the National
Startup Advisory Council to advise the Government on measures needed to build a strong
ecosystem for nurturing innovation and startups in the country to drive sustainable economic
growth and generate large scale employment opportunities. Besides the ex-officio members, the
council has a number of non-official members, representing various stakeholders such as
founders of successful startups, veterans who have grown and scaled companies in India,
persons capable of representing interest of investors into startups, persons capable of
representing interests of incubators and accelerators, representatives of associations of
stakeholders of startups and representatives of industry associations.

In his inaugural address, Shri Goyal said that this council shall act as the guiding light for many
budding startup entrepreneurs in India. He said that this is the first time in our nation’s history
where such a high-powered team of people from the private sector and the Government have
come together, so that ‘You take your own policy decisions’.

Appreciating the work done by the startups in all sectors, for finding innovative solutions to
various problems, Shri Goyal said that India is hub of innovation & out-of-the-box thinking. He
said that Startup movement has stirred entrepreneurial spirit in last 5 years. “We have witnessed
tremendous efforts by stakeholders right from national to block levels towards the realization of
our Hon’ble PM’s ‘Startup India’ vision'".

Describing the Startups as the New Champions of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, Shri Goyal said that we
have the potential to become World’s largest and most innovative startup ecosystem. He said
that the Government has and will always be a supportive partner in charting progress of Indian
Startup ecosystem. Calling for making “Startup India” a symbol of national partnership and
national consciousness, the Minister stressed on the need to sow the seeds of entrepreneurship
at school level to encourage students to innovate. He also called upon the successful
entrepreneurs to take initiative to share their knowledge, experience, ideas and mentor students
and youth. He said that there are innovative ideas with people in rural India, and Tier II and Tier
III towns, waiting to be harnessed.

The Minister said that it is our collective responsibility to realise the objectives of ‘Startup India:
The Way Ahead’, which was launched by the Prime Minister in January this year. He said that
this will help India reach a stage, where countries around the world would look to model their
own startup ecosystems based on India’s achievements and will take ‘StartUp India’ to the
Global Stage.

The minister said that the Government is ready to act as an ‘Enabler rather than Regulator’. He
said that collectively, we have to maximise our efforts to minimise the problems & make sure
that India’s cost-effective solutions are made available to serve the needs of the poorest.

During the meeting, the participants gave many meaningful insights into the startup ecosystem,
and gave ideas and suggestions as to how this can be strengthened further through various 
measures.
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GIRLS GRAPPLE WITH PRESSURES DURING
PANDEMIC: STUDY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Among the biggest challenges was the inability to attend online school.  

Twenty-five girls from seven cities set out to interview their peers to record the impact of COVID-
19 on their lives and found that adolescent girls were grappling with an increased pressure to
get married, spent longer hours on household chores, lacked tools to continue school education
online, and reported an increase in gender-based violence.

The study titled ‘COVID In Her Voice: A Girl-led and Centred Participatory Research Study’ was
released on April 13. It was conducted by girls aged 13-24 years from Ahmedabad, Alwar,
Bareily, Delhi, Lucknow, Mumbai and Pune within their communities.

Unique method

It adopted a unique methodology where girls were trained as researchers to conduct interviews
with a total of 153 girls from their respective communities.

The study was supported by the U.K. government and conducted by EMpower, a global
philanthropy focused on at-risk youth in emerging markets.

Among the biggest challenges girls faced was the inability to attend online school.

This was a result of nearly 80% respondents reporting an increase in household chores, which
meant that 64% of girls and young women felt they did not have the space or get the time to
study online.

Lack of access to resources and technology was also a challenge — nearly 28% of those
surveyed didn’t have the tools such as mobile phones or Internet access to learn online.

With households from marginalised communities facing financial stress due to the economic
impact of COVID-19, girls believed that the pressure to get married had increased, with nearly
42% reporting this.

Mental distress

Almost 90% of girls reported experiencing mental distress and despair without any access to
information about coping mechanisms.

Their mental distress was exacerbated because of barriers in communicating with friends and
teachers.

26% respondents believe there was an increase in gender-based violence and felt that fears and
threats of violence intensified restrictions on their freedom.

On concluding the field research, seven girl leaders finalised a list of priority recommendations
which include establishing girl-friendly spaces within the community such as skills training
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centres and violence-free spaces.

They also seek well-maintained, safe and free toilets in close proximity to communities, as well
as digital hubs in the community with charging stations and WiFi access, especially in the
smaller cities.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 68

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-17

VACCINE DIPLOMACY THAT NEEDS SPECIFIC
CLARIFICATIONS

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

On March 18, V. Muraleedharan, Minister of state in the Ministry of External Affairs, while
responding to a question in the Rajya Sabha on the “Distribution of Covid-19 Vaccine in Foreign
Countries”, noted, “External supplies are done factoring in domestic production, requirements of
national vaccination programme and requests for the ‘Made in India’ vaccines. These supplies
will continue in the weeks and months ahead, in a phased manner, depending on production
and needs of the national vaccination programme”.

Mr. Muraleedharan also stated that India was sending these vaccines abroad in the “form of
grant, commercial sales of manufacturers GAVI’s COVAX facility”. Eight days later, Mr.
Muraleedharan made the same points while answering a question in the Lok Sabha but he also,
significantly, added, “The supply to GAVI’s COVAX facility is an obligation since India is a
member of this multilateral body and also a recipient of vaccines from this body.”

The Hindu In Focus Podcast | Explaining India's Vaccine Diplomacy, in the neighbourhood and
beyond

As on April 13, India had supplied over 65 million vaccines to 90 countries. Of these more than
10 million were sent as grants, almost 36 million on a commercial basis and about 19 million
under the COVAX programme. These estimates are based on the Ministry of External Affairs
statistics. Taken together, these supplies come to around a month of India’s current COVID-19
vaccines production. An analysis of the timing of these supplies is revealing. Vaccines were sent
as grants from the third week of January through March; some small quantities have also been
sent this month. Vaccines were exported on a commercial basis mainly from end January
through February, with a small number in March. The COVAX despatch was made
overwhelmingly in March, though some small supplies have continued in April.

Mr. Muraleedharan’s responses to the Parliamentary questions focussed on ‘how’ vaccine
supplies were sent. They also mentioned that these exports were contingent on requirements of
the national vaccination programme, vaccines production and the compulsion arising out of the
GAVI membership. They do not however go to the basic question: ‘why’ send vaccines at all.
That is certainly a crucial query for the enormous domestic need for vaccines made each dose
precious; hence, Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s emphasis that no vaccine should go waste.

An answer to ‘why send vaccines’ was given by Mr. Modi during his address to the Raisina
Dialogue on April 13 when he said “…we in India have tried to walk the talk.” Speaking at the
same forum, External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar said, “I think equitable access (to vaccines)
is critically important in this. Because we all know that no one will be safe till everyone is safe.”
Clearly, India wishes to signal that it is a responsible global power which does not self-
obsessively think of itself alone. Significantly, India has not been shy of comparing its record
with that of advanced western countries. Last month, Mr. Jaishankar asked, “Tell me, how many
vaccines have internationalist countries given? Which one of these countries have said while I
do (vaccinate) my people, I will do (inoculate) other people who need it as much as we do”?

Comment | No to vaccine nationalism, yes to global cooperation

This desire to be a good global citizen can be traced to the Objective Resolution moved by

https://www.mea.gov.in/rajya-sabha.htm?dtl/33675/QUESTION_NO2654_DISTRIBUTION_OF_COVID19_VACCINE_IN_FOREIGN_COUNTRIES
https://www.mea.gov.in/rajya-sabha.htm?dtl/33675/QUESTION_NO2654_DISTRIBUTION_OF_COVID19_VACCINE_IN_FOREIGN_COUNTRIES
https://www.mea.gov.in/lok-sabha.htm?dtl/33704/QUESTION+NO4794+COVID19+VACCINE
https://www.thehindu.com/podcast/explaining-indias-vaccine-diplomacy-in-the-neighbourhood-and-beyond-the-hindu-in-focus-podcast/article33611425.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/podcast/explaining-indias-vaccine-diplomacy-in-the-neighbourhood-and-beyond-the-hindu-in-focus-podcast/article33611425.ece
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Jawaharlal Nehru in the Constituent Assembly on December 13, 1946. It noted, inter alia, “This
ancient land attains its rightful and honoured place in the world and make its full and willing
contribution to the promotion of world peace and the welfare of mankind.” Mr. Modi followed this
vision when he also told the Raisina Dialogue, “And we must think of the entire humanity not
merely of those who are on our side of the borders. Humanity as a whole must be at the centre
of our thinking and action.” The Modi government also time and again invokes the ancient
phrase ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam”; Mr. Jaishankar did so at the Raisina Dialogue too. The
premise of the ideal ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’ is no different to that of the Objective Resolution.

These approaches are the idealistic side of the foreign policy coin whose other face is fashioned
by cold and ruthless realism and exclusive self-interest. Foreign policy makers often seek to
emphasise a country’s tradition of altruism and the imperative of enlightened self-interest — in
all peoples’ safety and prosperity lies our own — to justify the assistance they give to other
lands. But they have to ultimately justify it to their own people on the basis of tangible short- or
long-term strategic and economic interests. This is particularly so in times of shortages when the
welfare of a country’s own citizenry is directly and obviously at stake. India’s vaccine supplies to
foreign countries will be judged by its people on this criterion. How do they measure?

Adding heft to diplomacy with some help from science

The implications of Mr. Muraleedharan’s responses show that the government made estimates
of the vaccines that could be sent abroad on the interplay of three factors: domestic production,
the demands of the national vaccine programme and requests for vaccines manufactured in
India. What is not known is how these factors were collectively addressed in the decision-
making process. For instance: did the health authorities come to an independent judgment of
domestic demand and base the national vaccine programme on this independent judgment? If
this was the case, then the foreign supplies that have been made have been only of those
vaccines that the health authorities thought could be spared to be sent outside. In such a
scenario, the onus for answering questions on the making of the national vaccine programme
would lie squarely with the health authorities. It would obviously not be so if domestic availability
of vaccines was reduced by the number that had to be sent abroad on any consideration.

Mr. Muraleedharan clarified that it was obligatory to send vaccines contracted under GAVI’s
COVAX facility. Experts in international law can weigh in on this assertion because sovereign
states can always invoke supreme national interest to over-ride obligations. Certainly, the
vaccines sent as grants were voluntary and the commercial contracts of the company concerned
could always be disregarded under existing laws. Thus, all in all, vaccines sent abroad were for
general foreign policy considerations for which there is some justification. But that is insufficient.
Specific clarifications are needed to convince the people that these exports have not been made
at the cost of their health.

Vivek Katju is a retired Indian Foreign Service officer
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GENDER SAMVAAD EVENT LAUNCHED
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,

Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Gender Samvaad event, a joint attempt between DAY-NRLM and the Initiative for What Works
to Advance Women and Girls in the Economy (IWWAGE) to create a common platform to share
experiences emerging from this effort, was organised today by the Ministry of Rural
Development, Govt. of India. The attempt is to generate greater awareness on gender related
interventions under DAY-NRLM across the country and best practices, with a focus on hearing
voices from the states and the field.

Gender Samvaad provides states with opportunities to:

• Understand best practices/initiatives that other states have been undertaking to improve
women’s agency (e.g. facilitating women’s access to land rights, their engagement in farmer
producer organizations (FPOs), best practices around Food, Nutrition, Health and Water and
Sanitation (FNHW), in establishing strong institutions for public service delivery, and in
protecting and providing redress to vulnerable groups within women (e.g. to victims of witch
hunting));

• Understand gender interventions globally;

• Engage with experts and other colleagues on suggestions regarding how to handle
issues/implementation barriers;

• Contribute to creation of a ‘gender repository’ with resource materials on best practices for
gender interventions across the country/other countries; and

• Build advocacy around the need to focus on gender issues across SRLMs and the NRLM.

The event was launched today by Nagendra Nath Sinha, Secretary, Rural Development as part
of the ongoing Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav. The online launch event brought together a
distinguished panel of experts, including senior officials of the Ministry of Rural Development. In
addition, voices of women from the field, who shared their experiences on how gender
mainstreaming efforts within the DAY-NRLM have helped enhance their agency were also
included. A compendium of case studies presenting inspiring stories of SHG members was also
released at the event.

With over 60 million women mobilised to be part of one of India’s largest livelihoods programme,
the Deendayal Antayodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) holds great
promise for advancing women’s socio-economic empowerment by organising them into self-help
groups (SHGs) and federations of the rural poor. Not only are these platforms facilitating
financial opportunities and livelihood support services for women, but they have also become an
extended arm of governance to demand accountability from and build linkages with mainstream
institutions.

In 2016, DAY-NRLM laid out a gender operational strategy to mainstream gender issues within
its federated architecture, with a focus on training and capacity building of staff, cadres and
institutions on gender issues. This was coupled with the establishment of institutional platforms
(e.g. social action committees and gender resource centres) at the field level, so women could
approach them for their grievances and to claim their rights and entitlements.
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Gender Samvaad event, a joint attempt between DAY-NRLM and the Initiative for What Works
to Advance Women and Girls in the Economy (IWWAGE) to create a common platform to share
experiences emerging from this effort, was organised today by the Ministry of Rural
Development, Govt. of India. The attempt is to generate greater awareness on gender related
interventions under DAY-NRLM across the country and best practices, with a focus on hearing
voices from the states and the field.

Gender Samvaad provides states with opportunities to:

• Understand best practices/initiatives that other states have been undertaking to improve
women’s agency (e.g. facilitating women’s access to land rights, their engagement in farmer
producer organizations (FPOs), best practices around Food, Nutrition, Health and Water and
Sanitation (FNHW), in establishing strong institutions for public service delivery, and in
protecting and providing redress to vulnerable groups within women (e.g. to victims of witch
hunting));

• Understand gender interventions globally;

• Engage with experts and other colleagues on suggestions regarding how to handle
issues/implementation barriers;

• Contribute to creation of a ‘gender repository’ with resource materials on best practices for
gender interventions across the country/other countries; and

• Build advocacy around the need to focus on gender issues across SRLMs and the NRLM.

The event was launched today by Nagendra Nath Sinha, Secretary, Rural Development as part
of the ongoing Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav. The online launch event brought together a
distinguished panel of experts, including senior officials of the Ministry of Rural Development. In
addition, voices of women from the field, who shared their experiences on how gender
mainstreaming efforts within the DAY-NRLM have helped enhance their agency were also
included. A compendium of case studies presenting inspiring stories of SHG members was also
released at the event.

With over 60 million women mobilised to be part of one of India’s largest livelihoods programme,
the Deendayal Antayodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM) holds great
promise for advancing women’s socio-economic empowerment by organising them into self-help
groups (SHGs) and federations of the rural poor. Not only are these platforms facilitating
financial opportunities and livelihood support services for women, but they have also become an
extended arm of governance to demand accountability from and build linkages with mainstream
institutions.

In 2016, DAY-NRLM laid out a gender operational strategy to mainstream gender issues within
its federated architecture, with a focus on training and capacity building of staff, cadres and
institutions on gender issues. This was coupled with the establishment of institutional platforms
(e.g. social action committees and gender resource centres) at the field level, so women could
approach them for their grievances and to claim their rights and entitlements.

***
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-18

PANEL TO LIST INDIGENOUS INHABITANTS IN
NAGALAND

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Mmhonlumo KikonJ_ Manoharan  

The Nagaland government has decided to form a joint consultative committee (JCC) involving all
traditional tribal bodies and, civil society organisations for taking an exercise to register the
State’s indigenous inhabitants.

The decision was taken at a meeting on Friday with leaders of the community-based and social
organisations as well as political parties in State capital Kohima on the issue of preparing the
Register of Indigenous Inhabitants of Nagaland (RIIN).

In July 2019, the Nagaland government launched the RIIN, seen as a variant of Assam’s
National Register of Citizens that excluded 19.06 lakh people out of about 3.3 crore applicants.
The exercise was put on hold after some civil society and extremist groups opposed its stated
objective of preventing outsiders from obtaining fake indigenous certificates for seeking jobs and
benefits of government schemes.

December 1, 1963 — the day Nagaland attained Statehood — was the cut-off date for
determining the “permanent residents” of the State. Apart from non-Nagas, the “outsiders”
implied Nagas living in areas beyond the boundaries of Nagaland could be left out of the RIIN.

“The JCC will be headed by Home Commissioner Abhijit Sinha and include members from the
Central Nagaland Tribes’ Council, Eastern Nagaland People’s Organisation and the Tenyemie
People’s Organisation,” Mmhonlumo Kikon, the adviser to the State government, said.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 74

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-19

IMPLEMENTING GREEN CONTRACTS
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The increasing concerns about climate change once again point to the need for enhanced
efforts towards achieving sustainable growth goals in India. While the massive levels of
production, consumption and disposal of goods and services have their own set of benefits in a
post-industrial society, they have also slowed down the replenishment cycle of limited resources.

As both consumers and corporations reap the benefits of large-scale manufacturing and
services, they must equally share the responsibilities relating to the loss of resources and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. While much has been discussed on the operational ways of
cutting down carbon emissions, this article focuses on how Indian corporations can be a major
character in the country’s story of sustainable growth. Some corporations contribute a fair share
to building a clean and sustainable future. But here we discuss how they can contribute to
cutting down emissions through the process of green contracting.

‘Green contracts’ refer to commercial contracts which mandate that contracting parties cut down
greenhouse gas emissions at different stages of delivery of goods/services, including design,
manufacturing, transportation, operations and waste disposal, as applicable to the industry. The
process of implementing a green contract may commence at the bidding stage itself, when
various interested companies participate in the tender process. In such a scenario, a ‘green
tender’ may prescribe necessary ‘green qualifications’, which can be considered when awarding
the contract to a bidder. These green qualifications can range from using a pre-defined
percentage of ‘green energy’ in service delivery to adequate on-site waste management,
reducing carbon emissions by a certain level over period of time, etc. Once such a bidder is
chosen, the contracting agreement between the parties can prescribe the ‘green obligations’ in
detail, thus making the obligations binding and enforceable in the eyes of the law. It is this
obligatory nature of green contracts which sets the tone for the parties to cut down emissions.
This can be achieved by contractual clauses providing for the use of good quality and energy-
efficient infrastructure for production of goods/services, efforts in day-to-day operations such as
reducing noise, air and water pollution and ensuring eco-friendly means of transportation like
bicycles on site, establishing and maintaining a sustainable waste management system, and so
on.

One effective way to make sure that the service providers adhere to these contractual
obligations would be to provide for measurement criteria and audit of the performance of the
contractor with regard to these obligations. An organisation may also choose to contractually
highlight non-performance of such obligations as a ground of contractual breach, with penalty
prescriptions. Another way to make sure that these obligations under the green contracts
resonate far is to make sure that they flow down to all levels of the supply chain engaged in the
delivery of goods and services.

Naturally, the degree of effecting a green contract will depend on the type of contract and the
industry to which it relates. However, in the absence of any mandatory rules in this respect, it is
the confidence and consideration of India Inc. towards green contracting which can aid the
attainment of sustainable growth goals. The service recipients can also themselves undertake
thorough assessments on their current standing on greenhouse gas emissions, and initiate
relevant processes to contribute their share in India’s green sustainable future.

Having said that, it is but natural to bear in mind the economic efficiency in awarding and
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executing green contracts. The economic cost of executing green contracts may be greater than
a normal brown contract, but global entities operating in a changing environment need to take
into consideration the greater environment costs at stake.

Aradhana is an In-House counsel at an IT multinational corporation. Views are personal
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SHARING THE BURDEN OF CARE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

People queue up to get themselves tested for the coronavirus infection outside a testing centre
in Srinagar on April 19, 2021.   | Photo Credit: NISSAR AHMAD

The resilience of national health services is characterised by their ability to respond
appropriately to epidemics, pandemics and disasters. There has been a consistent failure in
India to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, which has resulted in the second wave.
It is the responsibility of the state to first prevent the spread of a pandemic, failing which it needs
to be extra vigilant in order to prevent every death from the disease. It is unfortunate that people
are dying not because of inadequate solutions (technology and knowledge) for dealing with the
virus but due to inadequate access (economic, physical and others) to that knowledge and
technology. This is serious injustice.

A nation will face several challenges if it wants to improve an otherwise ailing health system:
poor infrastructure, inadequate staff, and so on. How can we turn even the worst crisis into a
sustainable opportunity?

There are two possibilities that exist in strengthening curative care for COVID-19. The first is a
reactive approach, which is what is carried out by most of the State governments. This is done
by transforming a few of the well-performing facilities at the tertiary level into state-of-the art
COVID-19 hospitals. However, this comes at a cost: people are not be able to get their routine
hospital services from these tertiary facilities.

At the primary level, most of the facilities created were temporary structures. They were created
by hiring buildings and open spaces as COVID-19 treatment centres providing only beds. This
approach of providing beds without adequate infrastructure was extensively critiqued for its
inability to cater to the needs of patients in real-time situations. A slightly modified approach was
to create first line treatment centres. Most of these facilities were a failure due to their inability to
build trust among people as COVID-19 treatment centres. Most of them were shut down when
the cases went down.

The second possibility, less tried out, is to equip the functional facilities of government health
services at the secondary level and convert them into exclusive COVID-19 care centres. These
could be used to treat those patients who don’t need ICU support.

As the three-tier structure of health services in India envisages, a community health centre
(CHC) can potentially become a fulcrum on which the entire health system can bank on,
especially during a crisis. A CHC is supposed to cover a population of 80,000-1,00,000 in rural
areas. A CHC is supposed to have 30 beds with at least four specialty services and is expected
to function as a first referral unit for curative care services referred from primary health centres
(PHCs).

Sadly, several States have failed to develop this facility. Many CHCs are grossly
underdeveloped. Over 5,000 CHCs exist in rural areas, and can they can add 50,000-75,000
beds if 10-15 beds are added in each. This facility can be strengthened to address COVID-19-
specific treatment needs (primary and secondary) of the rural population, especially in States
with an increasing case load and poor health infrastructure like Bihar, Uttar Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh.

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/NISSAR-AHMAD/
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This can be a more feasible solution as specialists for this facility can be directed from district
hospitals or medical colleges and the numbers can be managed for four-six CHCs under each
district. This can be a sustainable solution as already there is a certain level of trust and
functionality built into these centres as treatment centres. They have the potential to become
centres for sample collection and vaccine delivery too.

These CHCs can also easily be converted into independent standalone centres for COVID-19
treatment. After the pandemic ends, they can be converted into normal secondary-level facilities
that cater to other needs. This can substantially reduce the overload faced by tertiary facilities as
more than the severity of the disease, it is inadequate access to timely treatment that results in
several deaths. It is always possible to strengthen the PHCs nearby to cater to the needs of
people for other curative care services.

For urban areas too, there is a need to develop peripheral hospitals at the secondary level within
the government sector (100-150 bedded facility for every 3 lakh population), which can cater to
the needs of the population during COVID-19 times. Instead of placing 500 and 1,000 beds in
playgrounds and parking lots, it is important to expand beds which are effectively integrated into
the existing health services. Only then will infrastructure facilities be good enough to provide
effective care. This can build trust among people and contribute to strengthening health services
in the long term.

Mathew George is Professor, Centre for Public Health, School of Health Systems Studies, Tata
Institute of Social Sciences. Views are personal

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 78

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.pib.gov.in Date : 2021-04-20

SHRI PIYUSH GOYAL LAUNCHES THE STARTUP INDIA
SEED FUND SCHEME;

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Minister of Railways, Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs and Food & Public Distribution
Shri PiyushGoyal today launched the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS). The Fund aims
to provide financial assistance to startups for proof of concept, prototype development, product
trials, market entry, and commercialization. The Scheme was announced by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi on 16th January 2021 in his Grand Plenary address of ‘Prarambh:
StartupIndia International Summit’, marking the five-year anniversary of the Startup India
initiative. Rs. 945 Crore corpus will be divided over the next 4 years for providing seed funding to
eligible startups through eligible incubators across India. The scheme is expected to support an
estimated 3,600 startups through 300 incubators.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Goyal said that this scheme is being launched within 3 months
of its announcement, one of the fastest in the recent times. He said that times are tough, but our
resolve is strong, and never before has it become more important for us to empower our
startups.

The Minister said that the SISFS will Secure seed funding, Inspire innovation, Support
transformative ideas, Facilitate implementation, and Start startup revolution. He said that this
Scheme will create a robust startup ecosystem, particularly in Tier 2 and Tier 3 towns of India,
which are often deprived of adequate funding.  The Minister said that he would like to especially
encourage innovators from rural areas to come forward and benefit from this scheme.

Shri Goyal said that under the guidance of Hon’ble PM Modi, DPIIT has worked tirelessly to
bring a tectonic shift in the startup ecosystem in India. he assured that the department has been
acting as the Facilitator, with Open door, Open Arms & Open Mind, encouraging largescale
youth participation in the innovative activities.

The minister said that there has been change in approach,change in mindset from jobseekers to
job providers, which is helping Startups to become the backbone of New India. He said that
Startup India Seed Fund Scheme will act as a bridge between ideas and their implementation.
Independent & ambitious thinking in the Startup ecosystem will encourage entrepreneurship and
create a culture that will recognise innovation

Shri Goyal said that 2020 is testament to the transformative potential of Indian Startup- Startups
with their energy &enthusiasm came up with efficient and cost effective solutions which ensured
last mile supply of essential commodities across India. He lauded our young entrepreneurs for
the ability, agility & dedication. He said that Indian Startups have been inculcating, incubating
and innovating not only for the nation but for the humanity.

The minister said that with the motto of Connect, Collaborate & Catalyse, the Government has
introduced initiatives like Startup Innovation Challenges, National Startup Awards, Ranking of
States, SCO Startup Forum, Prarambh etc.

The online portal created by DPIIT, for the scheme, will allow incubators to apply for funds under
it. An Experts Advisory Committee (EAC) has been created by DPIIT to execute and monitor the
Startup India Seed Fund Scheme. Grants of upto Rs 5 Crores shall be provided to the eligible
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incubators selected by the EAC. The selected incubators shall provide grants of up to Rs 20
lakhs for validation of Proof of Concept, or prototype development, or product trials to startups.
Furthermore, investments of up to Rs 50 lakhs shall be provided to the startups for market entry,
commercialization, or scaling up through convertible debentures or debt-linked instruments. The
detailed guidelines of the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme are provided on the Startup India
portal (www.startupindia.gov.in).

The promising startups that are supported at their early stages shall create huge employment
opportunities for everyone. The Seed Fund Scheme also envisions to promote virtual incubation
for startups by enabling 300 incubators to support startups from all corners of the country. The
impact of this will be visible by the spur of innovations in tier 2 and tier 3 regions of India.

*****

YB/SS

Minister of Railways, Commerce & Industry, Consumer Affairs and Food & Public Distribution
Shri PiyushGoyal today launched the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS). The Fund aims
to provide financial assistance to startups for proof of concept, prototype development, product
trials, market entry, and commercialization. The Scheme was announced by the Hon’ble Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi on 16th January 2021 in his Grand Plenary address of ‘Prarambh:
StartupIndia International Summit’, marking the five-year anniversary of the Startup India
initiative. Rs. 945 Crore corpus will be divided over the next 4 years for providing seed funding to
eligible startups through eligible incubators across India. The scheme is expected to support an
estimated 3,600 startups through 300 incubators.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Goyal said that this scheme is being launched within 3 months
of its announcement, one of the fastest in the recent times. He said that times are tough, but our
resolve is strong, and never before has it become more important for us to empower our
startups.

The Minister said that the SISFS will Secure seed funding, Inspire innovation, Support
transformative ideas, Facilitate implementation, and Start startup revolution. He said that this
Scheme will create a robust startup ecosystem, particularly in Tier 2 and Tier 3 towns of India,
which are often deprived of adequate funding.  The Minister said that he would like to especially
encourage innovators from rural areas to come forward and benefit from this scheme.

Shri Goyal said that under the guidance of Hon’ble PM Modi, DPIIT has worked tirelessly to
bring a tectonic shift in the startup ecosystem in India. he assured that the department has been
acting as the Facilitator, with Open door, Open Arms & Open Mind, encouraging largescale
youth participation in the innovative activities.

The minister said that there has been change in approach,change in mindset from jobseekers to
job providers, which is helping Startups to become the backbone of New India. He said that
Startup India Seed Fund Scheme will act as a bridge between ideas and their implementation.
Independent & ambitious thinking in the Startup ecosystem will encourage entrepreneurship and
create a culture that will recognise innovation

Shri Goyal said that 2020 is testament to the transformative potential of Indian Startup- Startups
with their energy &enthusiasm came up with efficient and cost effective solutions which ensured
last mile supply of essential commodities across India. He lauded our young entrepreneurs for
the ability, agility & dedication. He said that Indian Startups have been inculcating, incubating
and innovating not only for the nation but for the humanity.

http://www.startupindia.gov.in
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The minister said that with the motto of Connect, Collaborate & Catalyse, the Government has
introduced initiatives like Startup Innovation Challenges, National Startup Awards, Ranking of
States, SCO Startup Forum, Prarambh etc.

The online portal created by DPIIT, for the scheme, will allow incubators to apply for funds under
it. An Experts Advisory Committee (EAC) has been created by DPIIT to execute and monitor the
Startup India Seed Fund Scheme. Grants of upto Rs 5 Crores shall be provided to the eligible
incubators selected by the EAC. The selected incubators shall provide grants of up to Rs 20
lakhs for validation of Proof of Concept, or prototype development, or product trials to startups.
Furthermore, investments of up to Rs 50 lakhs shall be provided to the startups for market entry,
commercialization, or scaling up through convertible debentures or debt-linked instruments. The
detailed guidelines of the Startup India Seed Fund Scheme are provided on the Startup India
portal (www.startupindia.gov.in).

The promising startups that are supported at their early stages shall create huge employment
opportunities for everyone. The Seed Fund Scheme also envisions to promote virtual incubation
for startups by enabling 300 incubators to support startups from all corners of the country. The
impact of this will be visible by the spur of innovations in tier 2 and tier 3 regions of India.

*****
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GENDER SAMVAAD AIMS TO ESTABLISH A SHARED
PLATFORM TO GENERATE AWARENESS ON NRLM’S
GENDER INTERVENTIONS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

As part of the Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav launched by the Prime Minister of India, the Ministry of
Rural Development’s DeendayalAntyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NRLM) and the Initiative for What Works to Advance Women and Girls in the Economy
(IWWAGE) at LEAD, jointly launched Gender Samvaad on 16 April 2021.

Gender Samvaad, is a unique, joint attempt between DAY-NRLM and IWWAGE to establish a
shared platform to generate awareness on NRLM’s gender interventions across the country,
with a focus on hearing voices from the states and of SHG members. The virtual launch event
brought together over 1,400 participants, including senior MoRD and state government officials,
practitioners, gender experts, academia, civil society actors, and members of self-help groups.

At the launch event, Shri Nagendra Nath Sinha, Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development,
remarked, “In 2022, India would be celebrating its 75th year of independence. To celebrate this
milestone, thegovernment has organized an Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav. The celebration calls for
merging the bestof traditions with an Atmanirbhar Bharat.The self-help group movement is one
such tradition.”

At the event a short film was launched by the Joint Secretary, NRLM, Smt. Nita Kejrewal, who
highlighted the extensive efforts undertaken by DAY-NRLM in empowering women and creating
model institutions to address women’s issues in rural areas. The film showcases DAY- NRLM’s
gender strategy and the various pilot interventions underway to set up institutional platforms for
rural women to access justice, information and entitlements. According to Smt. Alka Upadhyaya,
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, “DAY-NRLM has empowered women both
economically and socially. Strong social protection systems can reduce the vulnerabilities and
the multidimensional nature of poverty that affect women and men differently. DAY-NRLM aims
to address gender inequality by strengthening women’s institutions.”

“Gender Samvaad, a bi-monthly webinar, will provide states with opportunities to exchange
knowledge on how to improve women’s agency, share international experiences of successful
gender interventions, unpack implementation barriers in gender mainstreaming, as well as
create a ‘gender knowledge repository’ with resources to design and implement gender
interventions across the country.”, said Smt. Soumya Kapoor Mehta, Head, IWWAGE at LEAD.

A compendium of case studies, documenting good practices and stories of resilience and
change among SHG women shared by various State Rural Livelihoods Missions, was launched
at the event by the Secretary, Rural Development. These resources are now available on the
Gender Samvaad webpage, an open knowledge repository,hosted by IWWAGE.Community
resource persons, who are women SHG members from various states also shared their
experiences of overcoming several barriers to improve their lives and livelihoods and deal with
gender related issues in their areas. A panel discussion was also organised that included
leading gender and livelihoods experts to emphasise the importance of improving women’s
livelihoods, their agency, and their understanding of their rights and entitlements.

 

https://iwwage.org/gender-samvad/
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As part of the Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav launched by the Prime Minister of India, the Ministry of
Rural Development’s DeendayalAntyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission (DAY-
NRLM) and the Initiative for What Works to Advance Women and Girls in the Economy
(IWWAGE) at LEAD, jointly launched Gender Samvaad on 16 April 2021.

Gender Samvaad, is a unique, joint attempt between DAY-NRLM and IWWAGE to establish a
shared platform to generate awareness on NRLM’s gender interventions across the country,
with a focus on hearing voices from the states and of SHG members. The virtual launch event
brought together over 1,400 participants, including senior MoRD and state government officials,
practitioners, gender experts, academia, civil society actors, and members of self-help groups.

At the launch event, Shri Nagendra Nath Sinha, Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development,
remarked, “In 2022, India would be celebrating its 75th year of independence. To celebrate this
milestone, thegovernment has organized an Azadi ka Amrut Mahotsav. The celebration calls for
merging the bestof traditions with an Atmanirbhar Bharat.The self-help group movement is one
such tradition.”

At the event a short film was launched by the Joint Secretary, NRLM, Smt. Nita Kejrewal, who
highlighted the extensive efforts undertaken by DAY-NRLM in empowering women and creating
model institutions to address women’s issues in rural areas. The film showcases DAY- NRLM’s
gender strategy and the various pilot interventions underway to set up institutional platforms for
rural women to access justice, information and entitlements. According to Smt. Alka Upadhyaya,
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Rural Development, “DAY-NRLM has empowered women both
economically and socially. Strong social protection systems can reduce the vulnerabilities and
the multidimensional nature of poverty that affect women and men differently. DAY-NRLM aims
to address gender inequality by strengthening women’s institutions.”

“Gender Samvaad, a bi-monthly webinar, will provide states with opportunities to exchange
knowledge on how to improve women’s agency, share international experiences of successful
gender interventions, unpack implementation barriers in gender mainstreaming, as well as
create a ‘gender knowledge repository’ with resources to design and implement gender
interventions across the country.”, said Smt. Soumya Kapoor Mehta, Head, IWWAGE at LEAD.

A compendium of case studies, documenting good practices and stories of resilience and
change among SHG women shared by various State Rural Livelihoods Missions, was launched
at the event by the Secretary, Rural Development. These resources are now available on the
Gender Samvaad webpage, an open knowledge repository,hosted by IWWAGE.Community
resource persons, who are women SHG members from various states also shared their
experiences of overcoming several barriers to improve their lives and livelihoods and deal with
gender related issues in their areas. A panel discussion was also organised that included
leading gender and livelihoods experts to emphasise the importance of improving women’s
livelihoods, their agency, and their understanding of their rights and entitlements.
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INDIAN ADS FURTHER GENDER STEREOTYPES,
SHOWS STUDY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

An analysis of Indian advertisements on television and YouTube has shown that while they are
superior to global benchmarks insofar as girls and women have parity of representation in terms
of screen and speaking time, their portrayal is problematic as they further gender stereotypes —
they are more likely than male characters to be shown as married, less likely to be shown in paid
occupation, and more likely to be depicted as caretakers and parents.

These are some of the findings of a study released on Monday by UNICEF and the Geena Davis
Institute on Gender in Media (GDI) titled “Gender bias and inclusion in advertising in India”. The
research measures over 1,000 television and YouTube advertisements aired across India in
2019. The ads analysed were those that received the most reach.

The study finds that women characters dominate screen time (59.7%) and speaking time
(56.3%), but one of the drivers of this is their depiction for selling cleaning supplies and food and
beauty products to women consumers. For example, almost all the detergent and food
commercials depicted a woman caretaking for her family who speaks directly to women viewers
about caring for their families. In comparison, in a separate study by the GDI for setting global
benchmarks, it was found that ads in the U.S. show women with half the screen time (30.6%)
and nearly half the speaking time (33.5%).

A greater percentage of female characters is depicted as married than male characters (11.0%
compared with 8.8%). Female characters are three times more likely to be depicted as parents
than male characters (18.7% compared with 5.9%). While male characters are more likely to be
shown making decisions about their future than female characters (7.3% compared with 4.8%),
the latter are twice as likely to be shown making household decisions than male characters
(4.9% compared with 2.0%).

Female characters are more likely to be shown doing the following activities than male
characters — shopping (4.1% compared with 2.3%); cleaning (4.8% as against 2.2%); and being
involved in the purchase or preparation of meals (5.4% against 3.9%).

For characters where intelligence is part of their character in the ad, male characters are more
likely to be shown as smart than female characters (32.2% compared to 26.2%). Male
characters are almost twice as likely to be shown as funny than female characters (19.1%
compared to 11.9%).

Two-thirds of female characters (66.9%) in Indian ads have light or medium-light skin tones — a
higher percentage than male characters (52.1%). Female characters are nine times more likely
to be shown as “stunning/very attractive” than male characters (5.9% compared with 0.6%).
Female characters are also invariably thin, but male characters appear with a variety of body
sizes in Indian advertising

“Misrepresentation and harmful stereotypes of women in advertising have a significant impact on
women — and young girls — and how they view themselves and their value to society. While we
do see female representation dominate in Indian ads, they are still marginalised by colorism,
hypersexualisation, and without careers or aspirations outside of the home,” said Geena Davis,
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Academy Award Winning Actor, Founder and Chair of the GDI adding that the stark inequality
must be addressed to ensure an equitable society.
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STRENGTHENING THE PROCESS OF CHOOSING THE
POLICE CHIEF

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability
including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

Recent developments in the Mumbai Police which resulted in the removal of Param Bir Singh
from the Mumbai Police Commissioner’s post focus the spotlight once again on long overdue
reforms needed in the process of appointing and removing police chiefs. A crucial way in which
governments exercise control over the State police is through their unregulated power to decide
who the chief will be.

There is no independent vetting process to assess the suitability of qualified candidates, and the
government’s assessment, if it is done at all, remains opaque and is an exercise behind closed
doors. While the principles of democratic accountability necessitate the police chief to remain
answerable to the elected government at all times, the moot reform issue is in ensuring the right
balance between conditioning the government’s legitimate role in appointing or removing the
police chief with the need to safeguard the chief’s operational autonomy.

Also read | ‘Political masters wanted their own DGPs’

Two elements are vital to reforms in this area. The first is the need to shift the responsibility of
appointment and removal from the government alone to a bipartisan, independent oversight
body of which the government is one part.

Establishing a state-level oversight body with a specified role in the appointment and removal of
police chiefs was first suggested by the National Police Commission (NPC), constituted in 1979,
and much later reaffirmed by the Supreme Court of India in its judgment in 2006, in Prakash
Singh. While the top court entrusted the Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) with a role in
shortlisting candidates from which the State government is to appoint the police chief, the Model
Police Bill, 2015 places the responsibility with a multiparty State Police Board, also referred to as
the State Security Commission (SSCs), instead (Section 8). Made up of government officials,
the Leader of the Opposition as well as independent members from civil society, the board
provides the additional safeguard of civilian oversight over the appointment process.

India, however, has made little progress in constituting truly independent bodies. While 26
States and the Union Territories have established SSCs, either through new police acts or
amendments or through executive orders, not a single one adheres to the balanced composition
suggested by the top court. Some do not include the Leader of the Opposition; others neither
include independent members nor follow an independent selection process of the members. In
essence, the commissions remain dominated by the political executive. Keeping aside the
concern over non-functioning SSCs (as of 2019, information secured through the Right to
Information Act indicates that only four SSCs have held meetings since 2014), their design itself
will have to be strengthened if they are to drive meaningful reforms.

Also read | Supreme Court dismisses pleas of five States seeking modification of its order on
DGP appointment

Moreover, in as many as 23 States, governments retain the sole discretion of appointing the
police chief. Assam, Jharkhand, Karnataka, Meghalaya and Mizoram are the only States where,
on paper, the SSC is given the responsibility of shortlisting candidates. Whether this process is

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/antilia-scare-param-bir-shifted-nagrale-will-be-new-mumbai-police-chief/article34091512.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dgp-appointment-political-masters-wanted-their-own-dgps-says-petitioner/article24323376.ece
https://main.sci.gov.in/judgment/judis/28072.pdf
https://main.sci.gov.in/judgment/judis/28072.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/ensure-complete-police-autonomy-supreme-court/article3079777.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/ensure-complete-police-autonomy-supreme-court/article3079777.ece
https://bprd.nic.in/WriteReadData/Orders/Model%20Police%20Bill%202015_21st%20Aug%20(1).pdf
https://bprd.nic.in/WriteReadData/Orders/Model%20Police%20Bill%202015_21st%20Aug%20(1).pdf
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/download/1600588492Police%20Compliance%20Note%202020.pdf
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/download/1590655230State%20Security%20Commission%202020.pdf
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/download/1590655230State%20Security%20Commission%202020.pdf
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dgp-appointment-sc-dismisses-pleas-of-five-states-seeking-modification-of-its-order/article26001509.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/dgp-appointment-sc-dismisses-pleas-of-five-states-seeking-modification-of-its-order/article26001509.ece
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/download/1600588492Police%20Compliance%20Note%202020.pdf
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followed in practice each time remains to be verified.

The second element critical to police reforms is instituting an independent and transparent
selection and decision-making process around appointment and removal, against objective
criteria. Much standard-setting work is needed on this as only basic safeguards have been
defined in reform measures towards protecting the operational autonomy of the police chief. On
appointments, the Court and the Model Police Act require the UPSC/SSC to shortlist candidates
on the basis of length of service, service record, and range of experience and a performance
appraisal of the candidates over the past 10 years.

Still awaiting police reform

However, no further guidance has been developed on explaining these terms or specifying their
elements to guide the appointments. What qualifies as a “good” range of experience? How is the
integrity of a candidate measured during appraisals? What is the process required to be followed
by the SSC in reviewing the suitability of candidates? Should not interviews with the candidates
be considered as a requirement, for instance?

Similarly, no scrutiny process has been prescribed to justify removals from tenure posts. The
NPC had required State governments to seek the approval of the State Security Commission
before removing the police chief before the end of term. This important check was diluted under
the Prakash Singh judgment that only requires governments to consult the SSC. Most States
omit even this cursory step. Broad terms such as “on administrative grounds” or “in the public
interest” continue to be retained in police acts to justify the government’s power to remove the
police chief. Such terms remain liable to misuse.

Indeed, the Supreme Court has rightly emphasised that “prima facie satisfaction of the
government” alone is not a sufficient ground to justify removal from a tenure post in government,
such as that of the police chief (T.P. Senkumar vs Union of India, 2017). The rule of law requires
such decisions be for compelling reasons and based on verifiable material that can be
objectively tested.

Clear and specific benchmarks need to be integrated into decision-making processes, both on
appointments and removals, to prevent politically motivated adverse actions.

Police reform and the crucial judicial actor

In improving transparency of the review process, the United Kingdom provides a useful
example. The Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act, 2011, introduced public confirmation
hearings as an additional layer of check for the appointment of the heads of their police forces
known as Chief Constables (outside of London city).

The proposed candidates are required to participate in a hearing organised by the police and
crime panel in each area(made up of representatives from local councils and co-opted
independent members) where questions centre on the candidate’s ability to “recognize and
understand the separation of political and operational responsibilities in relation to the post”. This
constitutes a crucial step of the time-bound vetting process based on which the panel makes its
recommendations on the suitability of the candidate. Importantly, these panels have the power
to veto (by two-thirds majority) the proposed appointment as well. On removals too, the panels
allow the police chief an opportunity to respond to the allegations on the basis of which their
removal is being sought as part of the scrutiny process.

Such steps can help ensure fairness in administrative decisions and need to be considered in

https://main.sci.gov.in/judgment/judis/44812.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2011/13/contents/enacted
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our context as well in order to protect the political neutrality of the police. Any further delay in
implementing reforms in this area will continue to demoralise the police and cripple the rule of
law.

Devyani Srivastava is Head, Police Reforms Programme, at the Commonwealth Human Rights
Initiative (CHRI)
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TOWARDS RACIAL JUSTICE: ON GEORGE FLOYD
CASE VERDICT

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights Issues - Human Rights and NHRC

A U.S. judge found Derek Chauvin, a Minneapolis police officer, guilty of murdering an unarmed
African-American man, George Floyd, an incident last May that ignited a nationwide storm of
protest against police brutality and a worldwide outpouring of anger at America’s racial injustice.
Mr. Chauvin has been convicted of second-degree and third-degree murder, and manslaughter
— all three for an encounter that lasted around nine minutes, during which he pinned Mr. Floyd’s
neck to the roadside with his knee until he stopped breathing. Mr. Floyd’s final words, “I can’t
breathe”, became the clarion call of a massive wave of street protests across the U.S. At the
time, erstwhile President Donald Trump fanned outrage when he described the protests a result
of the “radical left” and threatened to send in the National Guard. President Joe Biden, at the
time a presidential race frontrunner, contrarily went to Houston to meet with Mr. Floyd’s
relatives. He said at the time that he would not “fan the flames of hate”, but instead, “seek to
heal the racial wounds that have long plagued this country”. A few months ahead of one of the
most remarkable presidential elections in recent history, his words lent hope to many Americans
that should he win, there might be a real possibility for reform in law enforcement and criminal
justice that could result in less violence against racial minorities.

Yet, it is clear that the road towards achieving a more perfect union is laden with pitfalls that
render the task at hand formidable. Literally minutes before the verdict in the Chauvin trial, a
teenage girl in Columbus, Ohio, was killed by the police. Her death comes in the wake of others
felled in police encounters, including Eric Garner, Michael Brown and Tamir Rice in 2014, and
Breonna Taylor in 2020, to name but a few. In most such cases, charges have been rare, and
convictions rarer still. Analysis of these cases suggested that most often charges were dropped,
or plea bargains and civil settlements agreed. It is only a minority of these instances of what
many consider police brutality against people of colour that result in convictions at trial. Four
years under Mr. Trump did little to build, across communities, bridges of the sort necessary to
bring about a greater measure of empathy and nuance in policing. Now, Mr. Biden’s ambitious
police reform bill, which bans chokeholds, offers qualified immunity from lawsuits for law
enforcement and creates national standards for policing towards greater accountability, has
cleared the House and faces a steep climb at the Senate, where analysts say it is unlikely to
pass without the support of at least some Republicans. If some of these Republicans can
eschew unproven allegations about Democrats seeking to “defund the police” that will be a good
start.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-ex-cop-derek-chauvin-convicted-of-george-floyds-murder/article34371567.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/us-ex-cop-derek-chauvin-convicted-of-george-floyds-murder/article34371567.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/explained-what-next-after-us-cops-conviction-in-george-floyd-case/article34373960.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/george-floyd-remembered-at-memorial-service/article31753251.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/george-floyd-remembered-at-memorial-service/article31753251.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/nyc-to-pay-59-million-in-eric-garner-chokehold-death-case/article7420161.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/world/ferguson-teen-michael-brown-autopsy-reveals-six-gunshots/article6329417.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/images-analysis-released-of-cleveland-officer-shooting-boy/article7929659.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/breonna-taylor-death-louisville-police-officers-cleared-of-criminal-charges/article32682433.ece


Page 89

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.livemint.com Date : 2021-04-22

INDIA IS MAKING THE RIGHT MOVES WITH ITS MEGA
PRIVATIZATION PLAN

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

One of the most ambitious plans to emerge from India’s recently announced Union budget was
the government’s proposal to privatize state-owned companies in the coming years. This is an
important step in India’s programme of reforms to achieve long-term sustainable growth. As
Prime Minister Narendra Modi put it recently, the government would be less involved in the
business of business, and asset monetization and privatization will empower Indian citizens,
enhance India’s infrastructure, and increase economic efficiency. Since the 1980s, many
countries have gone down the privatization path. Proponents of such an agenda believe it
makes companies and sectors more efficient and competitive, to the ultimate benefit of
consumers. Critics, on the other hand, argue that privatization can lead to job losses, and, in
some cases, higher costs for the public. There is no single privatization model that fits all, but we
have seen many success stories in other countries that demonstrate how privatization is
beneficial to the long-term growth and sustainability of companies as well as the country, and
the Indian government deserves to be commended for its plan. In Japan, the national railway
system, Japanese National Railways (JNR), had been operating with big losses each year
before its privatization began in 1987. This programme eventually broke the company up into six
regional passenger rail companies and one freight rail company (‘JR companies’). More than
three decades later, JNR’s privatization is widely viewed as a success.

The bulk of Japan’s railway network operates without a government subsidy and the fares have
remained largely unchanged. Before the covid pandemic hit, all three top regional JR operators
were consistently profitable. Privatization has allowed railway operators to determine their
capital investment and business development plans, with many Japanese railway firms
expanding their operations into other areas, including real estate, supermarkets and hotels.

Another example of the benefits of privatization is asset recycling: the government monetizes
existing infrastructure assets through their sale to the private sector, and then invests the
proceeds in new projects or long-term investment funds. This is particularly important as
countries around the world look to rebuild their economies after the pandemic. India has recently
announced a national asset monetization pipeline to fund much-needed infrastructure and
welfare schemes. Consider the example of Australia, which has been a leader in asset recycling.
The country’s asset-recycling initiative provided material top-up incentives from the federal
government for state governments to re-invest asset sale proceeds in new infrastructure, and
helped kick-start several major projects involving over A$15 billion of new infrastructure
spending, including the Sydney Metro train project.

Australian state governments have also used asset privatization to gain long-term balance sheet
stability and offset debt. CPP Investments was part of a consortium to purchase a stake in the
WestConnex toll road in Sydney when the New South Wales state government sold 51% of its
holding in 2018. The sale generated A$9.3 billion in proceeds for the government, A$7 billion of
which was used to seed a new long-horizon state investment fund to reduce state debt and
finance projects for community services and facilities. The New South Wales state government
is now looking to sell its remaining stake in WestConnex, the proceeds of which will also go into
the state’s investment fund and enable future infrastructure projects needed to speed up a post-
pandemic recovery.
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As noted earlier, one of the biggest concerns many have with privatization is that it could lead to
job losses. Different research reports over the past 20 years have shown that business
restructuring exercises after privatization did initially lead to job losses. However, once
privatization plans were fully implemented, new entrants to these markets increased the demand
for labour and ultimately lowered overall unemployment. By allowing the private sector to take
over the heavy lifting, attract new capital and increase business efficiency, privatization also
ensures that businesses are more sustainable, creating an environment where they can grow,
invest and create jobs well into the future.

Another criticism of privatization is the likelihood of higher costs borne by consumers. However,
privatization is often accompanied by market deregulation, which introduces market competition
that results in lower prices. A case in point is the telecom deregulation done in many countries.
In Hong Kong, for instance, the government fully liberalized its telecom market in 2003 after
several years of deregulation. In the first few years of deregulation, customers saved an
estimated total of over US$3 billion on international calls as a result of competition. Today, Hong
Kong is one of the most competitive telecom markets globally. According to the International
Telecommunications Union, it offered some of the world’s most affordable mobile service plans
in 2020.

India, like many countries around the world, has been hit by covid, but has shown great
resilience and is rolling out an ambitious vaccination programme. Its economic recovery will be
bumpy and require investment. The privatization of state-owned companies over the years could
provide the funds needed to rebuild the economy and allocate money to areas of effort where it
is needed most.

Suyi Kim is the head of Asia Pacific for Canada Pension Plan Investment Board (CPP
Investments)
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MAKING EDUCATION ACCESSIBLE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Education and related issues

A teacher conducting an online class.   | Photo Credit: S_R_Raghunathan

Access and affordability continue to plague teachers and students alike one year after the
COVID-19 outbreak. Teachers, administrators and policymakers are all working, but the results
are not encouraging. People at both ends of the classroom seem to be going through a mere
exercise with precious little to show for their efforts. How much of learning is happening is
anyone’s guess. Exams have lost their credibility. The cost to health with continuous exposure to
screens and the dent on financial resources are significant for both teachers and students.
Online learning seems to be a case of working mindlessly, rather than working smart.

With physical classes out of the reckoning, access to education is now almost exclusively online.
Internet penetration in India is 50% and that reveals one reason for the less-than-efficient
achievement in the online education sector. Every single teacher-educator and student, even in
the metros, has experienced poor connectivity. In the rural areas online access remains an
aspiration. What happens to that child in the village government school, eager to learn but with
no proper access to the Internet? Even if there is a selfless teacher who is willing to use his/her
mobile hotspot, how much can he/she spend? The government has a solution right in its
backyard.

Also read | Study highlights online education woes

The Government of India owns the airwaves. Prasar Bharati is India’s broadcasting corporation
handling both radio and television in India. All India Radio (AIR) is blessed with 470
broadcasting centres which cover 92% of the country’s geographical area and 99.19% of our
population. Doordarshan (DD) handles television, online and mobile broadcasting across our
country and the world with 34 satellite channels, 17 well-equipped studios in State capitals and
49 studio centres in other cities. With such resources, AIR and DD can be used to broadcast
lessons, given that education is one of the three functions of the two agencies under the Prasar
Bharati Act. These two agencies can be reinvented to cater to the needs of the education sector.

Educational broadcasts for classes 10, 11 and 12, to begin with, can be done over AIR and DD
in the ratio 4:1 (four hours of radio and one hour of TV). Those courses which need
demonstration and where seen/observed physical activity is important can be broadcast on TV.
This calls for some training and some effort, but it can be done.

There are two benefits from this: one, we will be able to reduce for our teachers and students
the strain of having to stare at their screens endlessly; and two, with AIR and DD being free, the
heavy drain on financial resources will be drastically reduced.

Also read | Pros and cons of online education, from a student’s perspective

Policymakers should make it a point to involve teachers in their planning. Training can be
provided by a set of master trainers over a month for teachers who will turn into scriptwriters and
programmers. These teachers can also be taught to create appropriate tools for evaluation over
radio and TV. The Central and State educational boards should be roped in, to support, monitor
and provide feedback to improve the system.

If regular radio is not enough, we also have digital radio spawning FM stations leased out to
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private players for a fee and several FM stations that are run by NGOs, universities and such
agencies. My suggestion is this: let the AIR devote four hours (per class) to educational
broadcasting and let DD undertake educational broadcasting for an hour (per class). With these
two public broadcasting services combined in the ratio of 4:1 (per each class), we will be able to
serve the entire student population of our country.

Amid online classes, schools devise digital detox routine

Another suggestion that the government could consider is to ask Internet Service Providers to
provide many hours of free Internet usage to teachers and students. This will not be easy but the
government should call the shots and take a decision that is in the interest of the people.

John Varghese is Principal, St Stephen’s College, Delhi
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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U.K. VARIANT MORE PREVALENT IN NORTH INDIA
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Emergency care:Many isolation centres had to be set up in Delhi as most hospitals are full.Shiv
Kumar Pushpakar  

The U.K. variant of the coronavirus, marked by increased infectivity, is distinctly more prevalent
in several northern and central Indian States when compared with the southern ones, a perusal
of genome sequencing data from the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) shows. Two
scientists from Central government labs that analyse national genome sample data told The
Hindu that large gatherings in Punjab have significantly amplified transmission of the variant in
Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Haryana.

“Punjab has a very unique trajectory in the rise of the B.1.1.7. There were at least four major
clusters (super spreader events) marriages, farmer protests from February 1 to February 28 ,
that are responsible for large spikes. By March, Delhi was warned about a possible 15,000
critical cases,” Dr. Sujeet Singh, Director, NCDC said.

Though only a fraction — about 15,000 samples — of India’s caseload has been sequenced,
data from 1,757 samples showed that in the northern States the proportion of the U.K. variant in
the community was significantly higher than those isolated from international travellers and their
contacts. The U.K. variant, according to the data available with The Hindu , comprises 1,666 of
the 1,757 samples.

In Punjab, for instance, there were eight instances of the U.K. strain among international
travellers and their contacts but 543 in the wider community; in Delhi this ratio was 91: 324. In
Himachal Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir, there were no reported variants in those with an
international travel history but 26 and 23 cases respectively in wider community. In Haryana the
ratio is 6:13. In Madhya Pradesh, the ratio was 4:51 and in Chattisgarh 1:14. However, such a
pattern doesn’t hold, in fact is directly reversed, in Maharashtra, Kerala and Tamil Nadu — other
States with large case loads. There were more instances of the U.K. variant in the travellers and
their contacts than in the wider community. In Maharashtra the ratio was 35: 29; in Kerala its
15:1 and in Tamil Nadu 14:1, in many instances diametrically opposite to the northern situation.

“What is unambiguous is that the U.K. variant was imported into Delhi and Punjab and that’s not
surprising because of the presence of the international airport and there were significant
amplifying events in Punjab that also spread to Delhi,” said Dr Anurag Agrawal, Director, CSIR-
IGIB.
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CORONAVIRUS, CAUSE FOR CONCERN?
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

This undated electron microscope image shows novel coronavirus particles, also known as the
MERS virus, colorized in yellow. The mysterious new respiratory virus that originated in the
Middle East spreads easily between people and appears more deadly than SARS. Photo: AP  

In June last year, a 60-year-old man, who had been admitted to a private hospital in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia, with fever, cough and shortness of breath, subsequently died of pneumonia and
kidney failure. An Egyptian virologist working at the hospital, Ali Mohamed Zaki, was determined
to find the microbe that caused his death.

“A new human coronavirus was isolated from a patient with pneumonia,” announced Dr. Zaki in
September on ProMed-mail, an email-based service that tracks infectious disease outbreaks
globally. Just days later, after seeing Dr. Zaki's post, doctors in Britain found the very same virus
in a Qatari man who had been flown to that country by air ambulance, suffering from acute
respiratory problems and kidney failure.

The World Health Organisation then immediately alerted all countries about the new virus, which
has since come to be called the Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus (MERS-CoV).

There have been 82 laboratory-confirmed cases of infection with the virus so far, with 45 deaths.
The vast majority of these cases have been in Saudi Arabia.

The WHO has convened an Emergency Committee, comprising a range of health experts from
various countries, to help it decide whether the outbreaks caused by this virus constituted a
‘public health emergency of international concern’ under the International Health Regulations.

Unquestionably, there is the memory of another coronavirus — the one that ten years ago
caused SARS (Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome), which smouldered in southern China in
late 2002 and then suddenly exploded globally the following year.

In the course of a few months, that virus infected over 8,000 people and caused nearly 800
deaths in more than 30 countries. It disrupted travel and trade, and is estimated to have cost the
global economy about U.S. $30 billion.

Going by genome similarity, the MERS-CoV, like the SARS virus, appears to have originated in
bats. However, an animal source for human infections has yet to be definitely identified.

One hypothesis has been that bats could be contaminating a human food source, such as dates
that are widely grown in some parts of Saudi Arabia. A recent media report said that sales of
Saudi dates had dropped sharply as a result of such fears.

Another possibility is that the MERS virus has crossed from bats into an animal that humans
frequently come into contact with. Research published last December showed the virus thrived
in bat, human and pig cell lines. The fact that virus could grow in swine cells suggested that
hoofed animals kept as livestock might be able to carry it, observed Christian Drosten, director
of the Institute of Virology in Bonn, Germany, in an email.

Once an animal reservoir for the virus is established, steps can then be taken to stop further
human infections from that source. With SARS, after closely related viruses were found in civets
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in live animal markets in southern China, where the animal’s meat is considered a delicacy, its
sale was promptly halted.

As with the SARS virus, the MERS-CoV too is capable of causing severe respiratory illness.
However, recently some women and children have been identified who caught the MERS virus
from other infected individuals but suffered little or no illness as a result.

The MERS-CoV can spread through close contact with a sick person, and such transmission
has occurred in families as well as in hospitals. “However, the virus has not [been] shown to
spread in a sustained way in communities,” noted the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

In research published earlier this month in The Lancet, a group of French scientists estimated
that currently the human-to-human transmissibility of the MERS-CoV was close to that of the
SARS virus in its pre-pandemic stage. “Our analysis suggests that MERS-CoV does not yet
have pandemic potential,” observed Arnaud Fontanet and his colleagues at the Institut Pasteur
in Paris.

The SARS virus mutated over time and gained the ability to pass more easily from one human to
another. The big worry is that the MER-CoV might do something similar.

“One of the main lessons of the SARS pandemic has been that early control of the virus (while it
was still confined to south-east China) might have prevented its global spread,” pointed out Dr.
Fontanet and the other scientists in their paper.

Please enter a valid email address.

The Delhi High Court has asked the AAP and the All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
whether there are any facilities in and around the

The petitioner has contended that he has been regularly paying the premium for a sum assured
of  35 lakh, but when he claimed the insurance amount for his treament, he came to know that in
case of a mental illness the sum assured is restricted to  50,000.
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INDIA RANKED 49TH IN CGGI
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Important Aspects of Governance, Transparency & Accountability

including Right to Information and Citizen Charter

India has been ranked 49th in the Chandler Good Government Index (CGGI), which classifies
104 countries in terms of government capabilities and outcomes. Reuben Abraham, CEO of
IDFC Foundation and IDFC Institute, and CGGI Advisory Panel Member, said: “Civil service
innovation and capacity building is a key focus for the Indian government. The CGGI shows the
importance of investing in governance capabilities.”

Finland has topped the CGGI list. The index focuses on seven pillars: leadership and foresight;
robust laws and policies; strong institutions; financial stewardship; attractive marketplace; global
influence and reputation; and helping people rise.
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UNFAIR AND DANGEROUS: ON VACCINE INEQUITY
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

In the midst of a raging second wave, which is touching new peaks each passing day, the
Central government has abdicated its responsibility to ensure vaccine equity through free
vaccination for the poor across all age groups. While State governments were never consulted
or given prior notice about the change in vaccination policy, giving the two vaccine
manufacturers a free hand to decide the price at which vaccines will be sold to State
governments has made universal COVID-19 vaccination a difficult task to achieve. A large
percentage of those aged 18-44 years does not have the resources to pay for vaccines and
hence will fall through the cracks. So, the States will have to take a leading role in the free
immunisation programme. While nearly two dozen States have already committed to vaccinate
for free the target population, it remains to be seen if they use any criteria to identify the
beneficiaries. Never before has universal immunisation of nearly 600 million people been left to
State governments and the private sector while the Union government restricts itself to
vaccinating for free just 300 million. With this precedent, States will probably be required to
vaccinate children too, when vaccines become available, thus burdening them even further and
thereby actively promoting vaccine inequity. If making States pay for vaccines is an ill-conceived
idea, forcing them to shell out more than what the Union government pays for the same
vaccines is a sure recipe for exacerbated vaccine inequity. With vaccination being the only safe
way to end the pandemic, undertaking any exercise that leaves a large population unprotected
will cost the country enormously in terms of lives and livelihoods.

While the Union government has already allocated 35,000 crore for COVID-19 vaccination in
this Budget and also committed to provide further funds if required, it will spend less than 10,000
crore to vaccinate for free all above 45 years. While the sudden change in policy is therefore not
due to lack of financial resources, the State governments, which have not factored in funds for
vaccination, will now be required to garner funds for the same. There is hence a great
compulsion to make pricing more transparent and allow States to collectively bargain for a lower
price and assured timelines to receive supplies. The current policy, which has earmarked 50%
supplies to State governments and private hospitals, takes the States and the companies to a
completely uncharted territory leading to competition among States, and between State
governments and private hospitals. Vaccine shortage from both manufacturers is likely to last a
few months. The combination of policy pandemonium, profiteering by vaccine manufacturers in
the thick of the pandemic and vaccine shortage is unlikely to result in a smooth roll-out of
vaccines for the target group. This could lead to a dangerous situation where containment and
mitigation measures become even more difficult.

Please enter a valid email address.

From the abrogation of the special status of Jammu and Kashmir, to the landmark Ayodhya
verdict, 2019 proved to be an eventful year.
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PROTECTING THE POLICE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Before the police could get fully vaccinated, the second wave of COVID-19 hit India more
severely than anyone could have expected. Curfews and lockdowns have been imposed again
in some regions to break the chain of transmission, but the challenges for the police are more
varied and serious now.

Last year, most of the problem was limited to migrant labour following the nationwide lockdown
— providing them ration, transport, and inter-State passes. The pandemic being the first of its
kind for the current generation, the police faced a tough time enforcing the rules that came with
various lockdowns. The punishment for violating COVID-19 protocols and lockdowns was kept
mild.

The police had other challenges too: there was a spurt in cases of cyber-fraud, particularly those
relating to online purchases and phishing. The Supreme Court, in pursuance of a suo moto
petition, ‘In Re: Contagion of Covid-19 Virus in Prisons’ (2020), instructed High Courts to
decongest prisons in the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak by releasing convicts on parole and
under-trial prisoners (charged with offences punishable with maximum punishment up to seven
years) who were in jail for three months or more on temporary bail. Except for a few instances of
criticism here and there, the police received appreciation for its perseverance and sympathy for
others.

The situation appears to be more fearful and grimmer this time. With the steep spike in cases in
just a fortnight, the number of hospital beds, ICU beds, medical oxygen, and drugs seems to be
short of the rising demand. Though the administration is trying its best to diffuse the situation by
coordinating with various stakeholders, panic in certain pockets doesn’t appear to subside. The
role of some mediapersons and social activists needs special mention here as they have kept
the hopes alive for many desperate people by extending a helping hand in time.

Another area of concern has been the disposal of bodies by the State authorities as per COVID-
19 protocols. This is sometimes delayed due to the limited capacity of cremation grounds.
Relatives are not able to bid adieu to their loved ones and perform their last rituals. Their agony
is beyond redemption.

Needless to say, apart from healthcare workers of course, the brunt is being faced by the police,
whether it is in tackling the menace of people hoarding scarcely available medical products or
maintaining public order in front of hospitals. In addition to enforcing lockdowns and maintaining
order, the police continue to perform their regular duties as well. In case an apprehended
criminal is found COVID-19 positive, he needs to be quarantined before being produced before
a magistrate. In heinous offences like murder and rape, arrests cannot be deferred. According to
the prevalent jail protocol, criminals are permitted entry only if they test COVID-19 negative.

The probability of policemen who are effecting arrests catching the infection is very high. So, for
a policeman, being safe while being on duty is becoming difficult. Many policemen have
succumbed to COVID-19 and numerous others are getting infected while helping others.
According to a tweet on March 16, 2021 by the Indian Police Foundation, 1,207 security men
(including policemen of the State police and Central Armed Police Forces personnel) have died
of COVID-19 and more than 2 lakh have been infected. Their families also remain at a higher
risk. The scheme of special insurance cover of 50 lakh, notified for the medical fraternity last
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year for a limited period of three months, must be revived and extended to all front-line workers
(including the police) this time.

The challenges during the second wave of this pandemic have increased manifold. But despite
facing various hardships, the police consider themselves fortunate enough to have been
entrusted with the solemn duty to serve the needy and poor in difficult times.

R.K. Vij is a senior IPS officer in Chhattisgarh. Views are personal

Please enter a valid email address.

To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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AT LEAST 1 IN 10 WOMEN EXPERIENCE
MISCARRIAGE: STUDY

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Rights & Welfare of Women - Schemes & their Performance,
Mechanisms, Laws Institutions and Bodies

Some 23 million miscarriages occur every year, according to data pieced together from around
the globe by an international team of 31 researchers.   | Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons

One in seven pregnancies worldwide ends in miscarriage, and eleven percent of women endure
a failed pregnancy at least once in their lifetime, experts said Tuesday.

Some 23 million miscarriages occur every year, according to data pieced together from around
the globe by an international team of 31 researchers.

But the actual tally is sure to be "substantially higher" due to underreporting, they said in a trio of
studies published in The Lancet.

Two percent of women — one in 50 — have experienced two miscarriages, while less that one
percent have been through three or more.

Levels of care for women suffering miscarriage is highly uneven across countries, and even
within many wealthy nations, the data showed.

New Zealand passes miscarriages bereavement leave law

"A new system is needed to ensure miscarriages are better recognised and women are given
the physical and mental health care they need," the researchers said in a statement.

Misconceptions about miscarriage are widespread. Many women believe they occur only rarely,
for example, or that they can be caused by lifting heavy objects or previous contraceptive use.

They may also think that there's no effective treatments to prevent a miscarriage, especially in
women at high risk.

Such misconceptions can be damaging, leaving women and their partners feeling at fault and
discouraging them from seeking treatment and support, the authors note.

Miscarriage can also lead to isolation, since many women might not tell their family, close
friends, or even their partner about the loss of a pregnancy.

"Silence around miscarriage remains not only for women who experience it, but also among
health care providers, policymakers and research funders," said co-lead author Siobhan
Quenby, a professor at the University of Warwick and director of Tommy's National Centre for
Miscarriage Research.

A miscarriage is widely defined as the loss of a pregnancy before 20 to 24 weeks of gestation,
with the exact time period varying from country to country.

A review of published academic literature up to mid-May 2020 identified many causes for
miscarriages, including a more advanced maternal age, previous miscarriages, and a father

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Wikimedia-Commons/
https://www.thelancet.com/series/miscarriage
https://www.thelancet.com/series/miscarriage
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older than 40.

Other risk factors correlating with pregnancies that end spontaneously are being extremely
under- or over-weight, smoking, alcohol consumption, persistent stress, working night shifts, and
constant exposure to air pollution or pesticides.

Health consequences can be severe, especially for women who experience a second or multiple
miscarriages.

"Recurrent miscarriage is a devastating experience for most women, but the mental health
impact is rarely acknowledged or addressed in medical care," said co-lead author Arri
Coomarasamy, from the University of Birmingham. "Women can experience trauma and
bereavement, which may have no obvious sign and can go unrecognised."

There is also a link with anxiety, depression and — for about 20 percent of women — post-
traumatic stress disorder nine months after a miscarriage.

The authors of the three studies noted that most data comes from wealthier nations, but that the
"silence around miscarriage" is found everywhere.

They recommended that national health authorities strengthen miscarriage care services,
improve research in prevention, and identify women at high risk.

"For too long miscarriage has been minimised and often dismissed," The Lancet said in an
companion editorial. "The lack of medical progress should be shocking — instead, there is
pervasive acceptance."

"The era of telling women to 'just try again' is over," The Lancet said.

Please enter a valid email address.

How common are such ‘breakthrough cases’?

By comparison, Covishield, this week said their vaccines are priced at 400 for states and 600 for
private hospitals
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‘LIMITED SOPS MAKE SCRAPPAGE POLICY FOR
VEHICLES UNATTRACTIVE’

Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various
Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

Limited incentives and poor cost economics for trucks in the Vehicle Scrappage Policy, coupled
with lack of addressable volumes for other segments is unlikely to drive freight transporters to
replace their old vehicles with new ones, a report said on Wednesday.

Though the scrappage volume of buses, PVs and two-wheelers is expected to be limited as well,
the policy’s impact on new commercial vehicle (CV) sales could be sizeable, based on
addressable volume, ratings agency Crisil Research said in its report.

The policy proposes to de-register vehicles that fail fitness tests or are unable to renew
registrations after 15-20 years of use.

According to Crisil, many buses owned by state transport undertakings will have a life of more
than 15 years. In comparison, buses operated for intercity, staff, school and tourist segments
typically do not have a life beyond 15 years, and would thus be outside the ambit of the
scrappage policy.

As for passenger vehicles, renewal of registration fees is proposed to be increased from Rs. 600
to Rs. 5,000 (valid for five years) for PVs older than 15 years, which is a more than eightfold
increase.

The potential benefit from scrapping a 15-year-old, entry-level small car will be Rs. 70,000,
whereas its resale value is around Rs. 95,000. That makes scrapping unattractive, Crisil said in
the report.
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ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE: THE SILENT THREAT
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Health & Sanitation and related issues

Since January 2020, there have been over three million deaths globally on account of COVID-
19, starkly exposing the vulnerabilities of health systems to infectious diseases, even in the
richest countries. The speed of COVID-19’s spread across international borders has
underscored the need for cross-national cooperation around surveillance, monitoring and
disease notification — the key activities that underpin our ability to minimise the impact of acute
public health events and maintain global health security. As serious as the current health and
economic crisis is, COVID-19 may just be the harbinger of future crises. Antimicrobial resistance
(AMR), the phenomenon by which bacteria and fungi evolve and become resistant to presently
available medical treatment, is one of the greatest challenges of the 21st century. World Health
Organization Director-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus said in July 2020, “AMR is a slow
tsunami that threatens to undo a century of medical progress”. AMR is already responsible for
up to 7,00,000 deaths a year. Unless urgent measures are taken to address this threat, we could
soon face an unprecedented health and economic crisis of 10 million annual deaths and costs of
up to $100 trillion by 2050.

AMR represents an existential threat to modern medicine. Without functional antimicrobials to
treat bacterial and fungal infections, even the most common surgical procedures, as well as
cancer chemotherapy, will become fraught with risk from untreatable infections. Neonatal and
maternal mortality will increase. All these effects will be felt globally, but the scenario in the low-
and middle-income countries (LMICs) of Asia and Africa is even more serious. LMICs have
significantly driven down mortality using cheap and easily available antimicrobials. In the
absence of new therapies, health systems in these countries are at severe risk of being overrun
by untreatable infectious diseases.

Antimicrobial resistance is also a pandemic of epic proportions: CSE

The challenges are complex. Drug resistance in microbes emerges for several reasons. These
include the misuse of antimicrobials in medicine, inappropriate use in agriculture, and
contamination around pharmaceutical manufacturing sites where untreated waste releases large
amounts of active antimicrobials into the environment. All of these drive the evolution of
resistance in microbes. This is compounded by the serious challenge that no new classes of
antibiotics have made it to the market in the last three decades, largely on account of
inadequate incentives for their development and production. A recent report from the non-profit
PEW Trusts found that over 95% of antibiotics in development today are from small companies,
75% of which have no products currently in the market. Major pharmaceutical companies have
largely abandoned innovation in this space.

Tackling these diverse challenges requires action in a range of areas – in addition to developing
new antimicrobials, infection-control measures can reduce antibiotic use. A mix of incentives and
sanctions would encourage appropriate clinical use. At the same time, it is critical to ensure that
all those who need an antimicrobial have access to it; 5.7 million people worldwide die annually
because they cannot access drugs for infections that are treatable. Further, to track the spread
of resistance in microbes, surveillance measures to identify these organisms need to expand
beyond hospitals and encompass livestock, wastewater and farm run-offs. Finally, since
microbes will inevitably continue to evolve and become resistant even to new antimicrobials, we
need sustained investments and global coordination to detect and combat new resistant strains
on an ongoing basis.

https://www.who.int/director-general/speeches/detail/who-director-general-opening-remarks-at-the-amr-action-fund-launch
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There is room, however, for cautious optimism. A multi-sectoral $1 billion AMR Action Fund was
launched in 2020 to support the development of new antibiotics, and the U.K. is trialling a
subscription-based model for paying for new antimicrobials towards ensuring their commercial
viability. This means that the government will pay upfront for these new antimicrobials, thereby
delinking the life-saving value of the drugs from the volume of sales and providing an incentive
for their production in market conditions that do not do so. Other initiatives focused on the
appropriate use of antibiotics include Peru’s efforts on patient education to reduce unnecessary
antibiotic prescriptions, Australian regulatory reforms to influence prescriber behaviour, and
initiatives to increase the use of point-of-care diagnostics, such as the EU-supported VALUE-Dx
programme. Beyond human use, Denmark’s reforms to prevent the use of antibiotics in livestock
have not only led to a significant reduction in the prevalence of resistant microbes in animals,
but also improved the efficiency of farming. Finally, given the critical role of manufacturing and
environmental contamination in spreading AMR through pharmaceutical waste, there is a need
to look into laws such as those recently proposed by India, one of the largest manufacturers of
pharmaceuticals, to curb the amount of active antibiotics released in pharmaceutical waste.

Also read | Weaker germs, stronger cures

While the range of initiatives that seek to control the emergence and spread of AMR is welcome,
there is a need to recognise the limitations of a siloed approach. Current initiatives largely target
individual issues related to AMR (such as the absence of new antibiotics, inappropriate
prescription and environmental contamination) and consequently, narrowly defined groups of
stakeholders (providers, patients and pharmaceutical companies). Regulating clinician
prescription of antimicrobials alone would do little in settings where patient demand is high and
antimicrobials are freely available over-the-counter in practice, as is the case in many LMICs.
Efforts to control prescription through provider incentives should be accompanied by efforts to
educate consumers to reduce inappropriate demand, issue standard treatment guidelines that
would empower providers to stand up to such demands, as well as provide point-of-care
diagnostics to aid clinical decision-making.

Policy alignment is also needed much beyond the health system. Solutions in clinical medicine
must be integrated with improved surveillance of AMR in agriculture, animal health and the
environment. This means that AMR must no longer be the remit solely of the health sector, but
needs engagement from a wide range of stakeholders, representing agriculture, trade and the
environment with solutions that balance their often-competing interests. Finally, successful
policies in individual countries are no guarantee of global success. International alignment and
coordination are paramount in both policymaking and its implementation. Indeed, recent papers
have proposed using the Paris Agreement as a blueprint for developing a similar global
approach to tackling AMR.

Also read | Widespread use of sanitisers, soaps can worsen antimicrobial resistance: Experts

With viral diseases such as COVID-19, outbreaks and pandemics may be harder to predict;
however, given what we know about the “silent pandemic” that is AMR, there is no excuse for
delaying action.

Jehangir Cama is an industry research fellow at the Wellcome Trust-funded Translational
Research Exchange@Exeter Centre, based in the Living Systems Institute, University of Exeter,
U.K., and Zubin Cyrus Shroff is a health systems specialist whose work informs health
policymaking in LMICs
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To reassure Indian Muslims, the PM needs to state that the govt. will not conduct an exercise
like NRC
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MAKING SOCIAL WELFARE UNIVERSAL
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

People queue up outside the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation office in Hyderabad with
Aadhaar cards to collect rice and 500 promised by the State government on April 1, 2020.   |
Photo Credit: Nagara Gopal

India is one of the largest welfare states in the world and yet, with COVID-19 striking in 2020,
the state failed to provide for its most vulnerable citizens. The country witnessed multiple crises:
mass inter- and intra-migration, food insecurity, and a crumbling health infrastructure. The
extenuating circumstances of the pandemic has pushed an estimated 75 million people into
poverty. The second wave has brought even the middle and upper-class citizens to their knees.
Economic capital, in the absence of social capital, has proven to be insufficient in accessing
healthcare facilities. Illness is universal, but healthcare is not.

The country has over 500 direct benefit transfer schemes for which various Central, State, and
Line departments are responsible. However, these schemes have not reached those in need.
The pandemic has revealed that leveraging our existing schemes and providing universal social
security is of utmost importance. This will help absorb the impact of external shocks on our
vulnerable populations.

Also read | People without ration cards left out of COVID-19 food safety net

An example of such a social protection scheme is the Poor Law System in Ireland. In the 19th
century, Ireland, a country that was staggering under the weight of poverty and famine,
introduced the Poor Law System to provide relief that was financed by local property taxes.
These laws were notable for not only providing timely assistance but maintaining the dignity and
respectability of the poor while doing so. They were not designed as hand-outs but as necessary
responses to a time of economic crisis. Today, the social welfare system in Ireland has evolved
into a four-fold apparatus that promises social insurance, social assistance, universal schemes,
and extra benefits/supplements.

A similar kind of social security system is not unimaginable in India. We have seen an example
of a universal healthcare programme that India ran successfully — the Pulse Polio Universal
Immunisation Programme. In 2014, India was declared polio-free. It took a dedicated effort over
a number of years. However, it shows us what is possible. With the advancements in knowledge
and technology, a universal coverage of social welfare is possible in a shorter time frame.

Existing schemes cover a wide variety of social protections. However, they are fractionalised
across various departments and sub-schemes. This causes problems beginning with data
collection to last-mile delivery. Having a universal system would improve the ease of application
by consolidating the data of all eligible beneficiaries under one database. It can also reduce
exclusion errors. The Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana (PMGKY) is one scheme that can be
strengthened into universal social security. It already consolidates the public distribution system
(PDS), the provision of gas cylinders, and wages for the MGNREGS.

Also read | Centre to give 5 kg foodgrains free to poor

Generally, social assistance schemes are provided on the basis of an assessment of needs.
Having a universal scheme would take away this access/exclusion barrier. For example, PDS

https://www.thehindu.com/profile/photographers/Nagara-Gopal/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/people-without-ration-cards-left-out-of-covid-19-food-safety-net/article34402738.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/govt-to-provide-free-food-grains-to-poor-under-pm-garib-kalyan-ann-yojana-in-may-june/article34392466.ece
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can be linked to a universal identification card such as the Aadhaar or voter card, in the absence
of a ration card. This would allow anyone who is in need of foodgrains to access these schemes.
It would be especially useful for migrant populations. Making other schemes/welfare provisions
like education, maternity benefits, disability benefits etc. also universal would ensure a better
standard of living for the people.

To ensure some of these issues are addressed, we need to map the State and Central schemes
in a consolidated manner. This is to avoid duplication, inclusion and exclusion errors in welfare
delivery. Alongside, a study to understand costs of welfare access for vulnerable groups can be
conducted. This will help give a targeted way forward. The implementation of any of these ideas
is only possible through a focus on data digitisation, data-driven decision-making and
collaboration across government departments.

Madhuri Dhariwal is Senior Lead, Organization Development, Indus Action
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Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2021-04-30

STATE REPRESSION THAT BREACHES PUBLIC PEACE
Relevant for: Developmental Issues | Topic: Government policies & interventions for development in various

Sectors and issues arising out of their design & implementation incl. Housing

The Government of Telangana, on March 30, 2021, issued a notification (G.O. Ms.73) banning
16 organisations under the Telangana Public Security Act, 1992 (TPSA), declaring them as
‘unlawful associations’ and ‘new front organisations of the proscribed Communist Party of India
(Maoist)’, which was made public three weeks later on April 24, 2021. The belated public
announcement was made at a time when citizens organisations and collectives in the State and
country were trapped in the coils of the pandemic and largely left by an abdicating state to fend
for themselves in life and death.

The ban comes during a surging second wave of COVID-19, in which Telangana has fared
poorly. On April 19, the High Court of Telangana described the State government’s affidavit in
response to PILs urging for greater transparency in control, containment and care as ‘wishy
washy’ and ‘disappointing’ and wondered whether the State was competing for the first place in
the COVID-19 surge — and we might add, the failure in governance reflected therein.

Logically therefore, the attention of the government should be directed at managing the public
health crisis and the distress caused to the people at large, demonstrating due diligence in
fulfilling its constitutional obligations under Part IV of the Constitution. This is one part of the
tragic story unfolding before us.

The second part is of older vintage (Article 21 rights) and stretches seamlessly over three
decades from pre-COVID-19 to COVID-19 times — today ironically from the Bharatiya Janata
Party-ruled Centre to the Telangana Rashtra Samithi-ruled State: the banning of the ‘unlawful
organisations — Telangana Praja Front (TPF), the Telangana Asanghatitha Karmika Samakhya
(TAKS), Telangana Vidyarthi Vedika (TVV), Democratic Students Organisation (DSU),
Telangana Vidyarthi Sangham (TVS), Adivasi Students Union (ASU), Committee for the Release
of Political Prisoners (CRPP), Telangana Raithanga Samithi (TRS; not to be confused with the
ruling party), Tudum Debba (TD), Praja Kala Mandali (PKM), Telangana Democratic Front
(TDF), Forum Against Hindu Fascism Offensive (FAHFO), Civil Liberties Committee (CLC),
Amarula Bandhu Mitrula Sangham (ABMS), Chaitanya Mahila Sangham (CMS), and
Revolutionary Writers Association. From workers’ collectives, to women’s groups, students’
groups, Adivasi collectives and civil liberties groups — this list trawls in anyone who is likely to
resist or protest on any count by merely dubbing organisations as a ‘front’ or ‘new front’, or as
‘urban guerillas’. We cannot forget that less than seven years ago, the Telangana Rashtra
Samithi rode to power on the strength of these movements.

The reason for the proposed ban is the fact that these activists are ‘moving in urban area by
adopting various guerilla tactics… to wage war against the state’. Interestingly, the rationale is
strengthened by the fact that they have ‘joined hands with several organisations and [are]
alluring the members into their folds [sic] inciting inflammatory statements, meetings and rallies
highlighting various issues against the State and Central Governments’. The G.O. goes on to
state that these organisations are organising protests in the ‘barren lands’ of Chhattisgarh
besides demanding the release of G.N. Saibaba, Varavara Rao, Rona Wilson and other leaders
of various front organisations who were arrested in the Bhima Koregaon case, and ‘repealing of
UAPA Act, Farm Laws, CAA/NRC etc’. Even the reasons for the ban are a medley that stretches
from ‘waging war’ to protesting against the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, or the CAA. This
omnibus labelling of organisations and so-called crimes in themselves are ground for
challenging the ban.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/telangana-high-court-hits-out-at-state-over-response-to-pleas-on-covid-19-situation/article34356396.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/telangana/telangana-high-court-hits-out-at-state-over-response-to-pleas-on-covid-19-situation/article34356396.ece
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The Bhima Koregaon case is ongoing. Even the investigation is as yet indeterminate. Construing
support for the Bhima Koregaon accused as a crime under the TPSA is a criminal mis-reading
and deliberate mis-application of an already draconian law.

The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, or UAPA, is widely challenged by everyone with a
rudimentary understanding of the Constitution as being against every constitutional guarantee.
As Indian citizens, it is our right to seek its repeal on clearly reasoned grounds which must be
heard by courts. Pending repeal, it is our constitutional right to challenge its application in every
case in which we believe its application is a travesty of the Constitution. Protesting against the
UAPA or seeking its repeal cannot in itself be construed as an unlawful activity, as this
notification by the Telangana government seems to suggest. Can we forget the numbers of
protesters against the CAA or diligent journalists indefinitely held in custody on manifestly unjust
grounds under the UAPA?

This brings us to protests against the CAA and Farm Laws which the G.O. 73 expressly
mentions. There has been widespread protest against the farm laws in the State as well as
against the CAA. While Telangana Chief Minister, K. Chandrashekar Rao, refused to take a
definite stand on the Farm Laws in the legislative debates on this issue, his stand on the CAA is
clear and unequivocal. The Telangana Assembly passed a resolution (https://bit.ly/3gO7TYr)
against the CAA, the National Register of Citizens (NRC) and the National Population Register
on March 15, 2020, stating that the CAA violated the constitutional guarantees of equality, non-
discrimination and secularism, and will ‘endanger the lives of vulnerable groups who do not
possess adequate documentary proof of citizenship’ — and went on to state that, ‘there are
serious questions as to the legality and constitutionality of the CAA, NPR and NRC’. There is no
indication that the State Legislature has reversed its stand on this question. On what grounds
then, has the Chief Secretary of the State issued a notification that directly contravenes the
resolution of the State legislature? Have we forgotten that Telangana is not a State where the
BJP is in power?

The timing of this notification merits close scrutiny. In paragraph 2, G.O. 73 states that these 16
organisations ‘have as their objective interference with the public administration or the
maintenance of supplies and services essential to the life of the community… thereby
constituting the danger to public peace…’ At a time when the government is facing the heat for
mismanaging public health and safety, and therefore endangering public security, the response
is to blow out a smokescreen invoking draconian legislation to declare the demand for
governmental accountability as an unlawful activity that is evidence of participation in an
unlawful association. This amounts to the criminalisation of citizenship, no less. It is state
repression that breaches public peace. Not the demand by citizens for state accountability.

Kalpana Kannabiran is a sociologist and lawyer based in Hyderabad
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